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AN IMPROMPTU BE AR HUNT “Oh, keep still! I tell you. What I|down and see him. Well, I went, and the 
.| Was getting at was this: You know Aunt old man gave me the herbs, which he said 
Susan has been sick for a long time with would cure it for sure, because they were 
c SCHOOL HOUSE among the Green | ‘rheumatics,’ as she calls it, and yesterday | pickedwhen the moon was right, and, be- 
x Mountains of central Vermont. Sit- | somebody told her old Joe had a sure cure sides, he walked backward till he came to 
oe uated at the “four corners,” it was | for it, and nothing would do but I must go the pasture fence, and a lot of other non- 
a convenient gathering sense like that.” ; 
place for the neighbor- “Yes, I don’t doubtit, 
ing farmers, and on each Hen.; but where is the 
alternate Thursday scheme? You are as 
evening, when the Meth- long-winded to-night as 
odist minister came up Elder Hawkins will be 
from “the village,” some when he gets here.” 
six or seven miles away, “Don’t be impatient. 
to hold *‘ preaching ser- Old Joe says that over 
vice,” there was always on Bald Mountain is a 
a good turnout of both lot of buried money. He 
old and young. ays he has located it 
“Say, Phil, I want with his divining rod, 
you.” 


aud if he had the right 
" The speaker was Hen- kiad of help he could se- 
ry Farman, a lad of 


cure it.” 
‘. sep sur f Ta * 
eighteen or thereabouts. Phew! Well, that is 
Tall, well-formed and 


a scheme! Buried by 
active, he was looked Captain Kidd, I suppose, 
upon as a leader among 


when he made his last 
the dozen or tifteen boys voyage up the Mad Riv- 
of near his own age in er valley and crossed 
the neighborhood. over to locas down the 

“Allright, Hen.; what ee I og.” ; . 
is it?” replied Philip Oh, you can Jaugh, 


Nelson, who was the lad ' rae if ) “ w ant to, but 
addressed. ell you there is some 


eM you | J8 801 
Young Nelson was not pkg in it, Dve Hers 
over sixteen, but was old Joe use his a ar 
exceedingly strong. and finding Woe ane yes, 
a most able lieutenant he found May’s go 


for 9) young neighbor- ring when ne matey: 
hood captain. » grass, by 

« Come over here by the top of his rod an 
the well, and Ill tell Debonair 
you. I have a scheme.” re lieve 


" c 9 
oe ed! But that’s old man. 
bento irl) Vinuthay “Yes, I remember 
nothing new. ou have that, but what do you 
had schemes before; , s 


a 9 Var ‘ 
some good, some bad, biel to do = See 
and many indifferent.” for the gold? and dig 

“es Ty _ ” —_ ba nD ? 
“ay sees ta bel n B __No, of course not; but 
You know old Joe Per- if about six of us bare 
ry down to the village?” could join in with the 
“Yes, I’ve heard of old man and really 
him; but what in the should find the money— 


Jn. the my! but wouldn’t we 
world hake that. ee have those colts we have 
pan to, yeas a your been wishing for 80 
: ans * ng s udy long, and show those 
the language? . Better smarties from the vil- 
get one of those Meis- 


Z lage a trick or two the 
ipageerey hye eee the next time they want- 
> 


} ed to laugh at us for 
retorted Phil. driving ‘old plugs?” 
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“* Say, Hen, I believe I'll Join you, ” 
said Philip. ‘‘ I’d like to clean out that 

arry Dean once. But who else will we 
get ? Hello, here comes the Elder, and 
we'll have to go in.” 

“ That’s so, but say Phil, you’re going 
around to the cider-mill with your apples 
to-morrow, ain’t you ?” 

‘* Yes, we finished picking them up 
to-day.” 

“ Well, all right, you’ll see me around 
there too, about eleven o’clock and we'll 
talk it over.” 

The boys left the old well, on the 
curb of which they had been leaning, and 
crossing the road entered the school- 
house. 

At the close of the meeting they were 
drawn in different directions, by certain 
tender chords, to which the young are 
always susceptible; and further dis- 
cussion of the project was delayed until 
the next day. 

Captain Smith’s cider-mill was the 
only one in that part of the town and 
was therefore well patronized during the 
fall of the year. It was situated on a side 
hill and. was therefore ‘‘ two-story in 
front and one story on ’tother side” as its 
owner put it. 

Our young friend Phil drove around 
the next day with his load of fruit to the 
one-story side, where old Asher took a 
hand with mammoth shovel in assisting 
to unload, the apples heing stored tn 
great bins, ‘afterward to find their way 
into the enormous hopper for grinding up 
into pomace. 

After being relieved of his load, he 
drove around with his empty barrels to 
the front of the building, where he 
learned that so many were ahead of him 
that he would have to wait for at least 
two hours before he could have his bar- 
rels filled. 

Taking a good look about, and not 
finding Henry, he decided to drive up 
to his father’s house, which was only a 
quarter of a mile beyond the mill. He 
didn’t ‘‘take much stock in MHen’s 
treasure yarn ” as he expressed it to him- 
self, but at the same time his curiosity 
had been sufficiently excited so that he 
was willing to hear more of the project. 

He found Henry at home, but just get- 
ting ready to start for the mill, so to- 
gether they drove back. 

‘Well, Hen.” said Phil, as soon as 
they were fairly on their way, “‘ did you 
go digging for gold last night after you 
had said good evening to Nell, or did she 
keep you so late that there was no time.” 

“TI wouldn’t say anything about stay- 
ing late, Phil. Old Asher was up to the 
house this morning to ask for Aunt Susan, 
and he said that you didn’t go home 
last night, or this morning, rather, until 
just as te tuished milking. What do 
you say to that ?” 

‘* T say that he's an infernal liar, ” re- 
torted Phil, hotly. 

“Oh, he is, is he ?” laughed Hen. 
“Well, never mind, let’s talk business 
now. The first question is, who shall we 
take with us to Bald Mountain ?” 

‘“* How many do you want ?” 

“‘Old Joe said that to be successful we 
must have seven in the party. He wants 
to take his hoy, young Joe, you know, 
and then we'd Teas to find three more be- 
side ourselves.” 

“Oh, that will be easy j enough. 
There's Harvey Wilson, for one. He’s 
stout and good-natured and just the one 
for us.” 

“Yes, Harvey would do nicely, and 
how would Tom Smith do? You ought to 
take him on brotherly account -eh, Phil?” 


crowd if I go.” 

“* Lies the land so ? Well we will drop 
aE Mee. How will Johnnie Lucas 

oy) 

“T don’t care much for him, but he’ll 
do if you think best. ” 

‘“ Charlie Roland, then ?” 

*“ No, Lucas would do better. ” 

** All right, Lucas it is. Now who 
shall be the fifth man ?” 

This was a matter not so easily agrecd 
upon, but they finally decided to ask 
Terrance Gallagher, the Irish lad who 
worked for young Nelson’s father. 
Terry was quick-witted and a favorite 
with all the boys. 

By the time these preliminaries were 
arranged, Phil’s barrels were ready for 
him, .and he started for home, it haying 
been agreed that it should be his mission 
to see the different boys and enlist them 
in the enterprise. while Henry was to take 
a trip to the village the next day, which 
would be Saturday, for the purpose of 
making the necessary arrangements with 
old Joe. 

* * * ‘ * * * 

The different boys were easily inter- 
ested, and on a bright autumn morning 
not long after, the five might have been 
seen making their way along the cross- 
road toward the rendezvous where they 
were to meet old Joe and his son. They 
were armed and equipped according to 
law, as Terry expressed it, and having 
given out at home that they were going 
for o two days’ gumming expedition each 
boy carried a gumming-pole. Spruce 
gum was worth a dollar a pound, and as 
there was much of it to be had on Bald 
Mountain nobody thought strange of 
the expedition. 

Harvey Wilson carried his rifle and 
Henry had a shot-gun, while Terry ex- 
hibited an enormous jack-knife and de- 
clared that he was ready for anything 
from a chipmunk to a bear. Each of the 
boys had a generous supply of lunch, 
and everybody was in high spirits, jok- 
ing and laughing. 

The two Joes were found waiting at 
the appointed place and together the 
party proceeded up the mountain. 

Old Joe, though close to eighty years of 
age, was as nimble as the best of them. 

6 was a Canadian Frenchman who came 
into the town during the construction of 
the railroad, some thirty years back, ard 
who’ worked for the “ company” unti! 
he was laid off because of old age. Fo 
a few years, therefore, he had lived 
largely by his wits. His head was full 
of misty traditions of spooks and spec- 
tres, charms and fetiches, and it war 
evident that he believed fully in the 
reality of the buried treasure. He was 
not so sure however, of their ability t« 
secure it, for the conditions which su’- 
rounded it and which must be full) 
complied with, according to his belie’ 
rendered the desired result anything but 
easy of accomplishment. 

Vine Joe was as much of a charac- 
ter, in his way, as his father. He had 
full faith in the expedition, and with a’ 
utter disregard for pronouns declare ( 
that ‘“‘ My father she knows what he’s 
about. ” 

The party stopped for a noon lunch 
and rest in an old wood-chopper’s shanty, 
part up the mountain, and_ then 
pushed on under the old man’s guidance. 

About the middle of the oon, 
they reached a spot on the western ere 
of the mountain, which Joe said was the 
place. It was beneath an overhang iae 
rock, and at the roots of an upturne 


“ No, thank you. No Tom in this!“ giant of the forest,” overthrown 


years before by some terrific mountain 


gale. 

The boys threw down their bundles, 
and soon old Joe produced his rod, with 
a ee. end, in which he placed an old 
gold ring and commenced operations. 
After an attempt or two the rod “‘ turned” 
over a spot at the foot of the otd tree, 
and persisted in doing so each time he 
passed over the place. 

He now sent young Joe for the shovels 
and pick which they had secretly con- 
veyed to the place the day before and 
concealed in the rocks, and retired him- 
self to consult his book of ‘‘ oracles. ” 

Returning soon he told the boys in his 
broken English, for he never seemed to 
get on well with the language of his 
adopted country, that “‘ zee signs”? were 
favorable and that they all might expect 
to go home rich men on the following 
morning. 

He then went over the ground once 
more with his rod, after which he meas- 
ured off a plot seven feet square, and 
told the boys that they would have to dig 
seven feet deep. Moreover each one of 
the seven must dig down a foot, and after 
commencing to dig no loud word must be 
spoken within seventy feet of the scene 
of operations. 

The penalty for disobeying this last 
requirement would be the utter dis- 
appearance of the treasure until the moon 
was again “ right,’? which would not be 
for a full year. 

Having given the boys full instruct- 
ions the work commenced. By agree- 
ment old Joe was to start the excava- 
tion and dig down one foot, while the 
boys were to take their turns, young Joe 
being selected to dig the final foot. 

While the work was going on the boys 
gathered outside the ‘‘ magic square” 
and discussed the situation. At times 
they would make excursions down the 
mountain a short distance toward some 
promising gum tree, and then back 
again. Once young Joe declared that 
he could ‘smell bear?’ and Terry pro- 
duced and flourished his knife issuing a 
challenge to Bruin to ‘‘ come on, me bye.” 

Night was coming on, and a fire was 
lighted in the crevice of a huge rock, 
and supper eaten. 

The cavity once formed at the foot of 
the old root had been filled in, as the 
years went on, by drifting leaves and the 
like and the digging was therefore com- 
partively easy. When it was Harvey 
Wilson’s turn, on the fifth foot, the way 
was disputed by some huge pieces of 
rock, and his work was rendered more 
difficult Persistence, however, con- 
quered, 

As the hole became deeper the sur- 
pressed excitement of the boys became 
more and more manifest. They deserted 
their fire and gathered about the excava- 
tion. Old Joe had fixed up a lighted 

ine knot at each corner and went si- 
lently about among them, ever and anon 
placing his finger to his lips. 

His eyes, low-sunken beneath over- 
arching eyebrows, shone like very balls 
of fire, and his scanty gray locks seemed 
electrified and each hair stood out dis- 
tinct from its fellow. Little wonder that 
Terry said that old Joe had “ a witch in 
‘im, or else ’tis the evil one himself, ” 
for he surely did look uncanny. 

It was just about midnight when 
Terry took his turn in the pit, being the 
sixth digger. It was dark and the 
feable glimmer of the moon, then in its 
lash uarter, seemed only to increase the 
the gloominess of the situation. 


Down the mountain side the ‘‘ waugh 
ho ! waugh ho ! waugh hoo-oo !” of the 
Great Horned Owl could be heard, min- 
gled with the other night sounds. 

Terry was a trifle stiff and cold and 
was glad to get a chance at the shovel 
and pick and started in to wield them in 











right lusty fashion. 'The boys were still 
grouped about the pit, suppressing their 
eagerness as best they might, and now 
and then indulging in some remark in the 


faintest of whispers. 

Only two feet of earth and rock to be 
thrown out, and then the prize would be 
theirs, if old Joe was correct in his calcu- 
lations. 


Terry’s pick seemed to strike rock at 


every blow and supposing that he was 
but encountering a large flat stone, such 
as some of the previous diggers had 
found, he thought by a few stout blows, 
repeated in the same spot, to break it. 

Suddenly there was a dull rattle and 
rumble, and then with the most, un- 
earthly of yells Terry scambled up the 
bank, and still screaming dashed down 
the mountain, with the rest of the com- 
pany, old Joe included, close at his heels. 

None of them knew why they were 
running, or, from what they were trying 
to escape, but still like a flock of sheep 
following the bell-wether they kept up 
their pursuit of the fleeing Terry. 

Many a tumble was taken in that 
hasty flight, and the bruises received 
were too many to count. 

Terry finally brought up at the shanty 
where they had lunched the previous 
noon. Young Joe was close beside him, 
and in a short time all of the company 
had ee in an appearance. 

‘* What zee matter is, Terry ?” asked 
old Joe. 

** More’n I know Joe, the bottom of 
that pit just caved in under my feet, and 
3 think I’m lucky that I didn’t go in, 
00. 

‘* Never was so frightened in all my 
life,’ continued Terry. ‘“ I thought 
my time had come, sure. And did you 
mind the howling and roaring there was, 
boys ? I think I must have struck the 

ick through the skuH of some of old 
oe’s dead men, eh, Joe ?” 


“ Ye can laugh now, meester Terry, | 


but zee gold we can no more get this 
night,” replied Joe. 
‘* Right you are ,Joe,” said Phil, “I 


wouldn’t go back up the mountain again. 


to-night for all the gold that Kidd and his 
kind ever buried. ” 

“' Nor I,” chimed in Henry “‘ smelled 
too much of sulphur around there when 
ae took to his heels to suit me.” 

“ No use to go back zis night,” said 
the old man, “‘ zee gold it again must be 
charmed.” 

Some of the boys started a fire in the 
old stove in the shanty, and by its light 
bruised fingers and limbs were rubbed 
and bound up, and it was agreed to spend 
the remainder of the night there, and to 
wait until morning before deciding upon 
what was next to be done. 

The rising sun found a tired and lame 
set of boys, some of whom were for goin 
home at once, but Henry and Vhil vote 
to go back up the mountain, and as for 
Terry he had recovered from his fright 
and declared that he intended to see what 
was in that ‘“‘ murderous” old hole, ” 
whether the others went back or not. 

It was finally decided to stick together, 
and slowly the procession made its way up 
to the pit again. roaching it cau- 
tiously ie were met by a iar odor, 
“ents Harvey at once said ‘“‘ mean 

ear.” 
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Tho stone was cast into the opening, 
which was only small after all, and was 
greeted by a series of growls. 

“ Tell you what it is, said Harvey, 
“Old Joe located us over the bear’s den 
and Terry drove a hole through the roof. 
If we don’t pony up and find Mr. Bear’s 
front door and block it up, some of us 
will stand a good chance of receiving a 
first-class hugging.” 

This hint was quickly acted upon and 
after a few minutes’ hunt two openings 
in the ledge were found which bore evi- 
dence of leading to some cave in the rocks, 
Effectually blocking these up by means 
of large stones, the boys gathered to- 
gether for consultation. 

All were brave fellows, but all were 
well aware of the desperate character of 
the enemy they had to contend with. 
Harvey’s rifle and Henry’s shot-gun were 
the only fire arms they possessed. None 
of them had ever had any experience with 
bears except Harvey, and his experience 
as he said, was “‘ pretty much all theory 
and very little practice.’ A year before 
he had assisted his father in setting a 
trap, and they had caught one bear. but 
dealing with a trapped animal and one 
entirely free was a vastly different mat- 
ter ; and besides there might be two in 
the cave and from the growls this seemed 
probable. 

They finally decided to gather a quan- 
tity of Bebal etc., and try to smoke 
Bruin out. When all was ready, the 
stones were pulled away from the en- 
trances and Harvey posted himself with 
his rifle where he could command one of 
them, while Henry took hisstand with his 
shot-gun, which he had loaded with a ri- 
fle ball in addition to the regular charge 
of shot by the other. 

It was slow work and it was a long 
time before the fire and smoke seem to 

make any impression on the inhabitants 
of the cave, which it was quite evident 
was a large one. 

The boys began to fear that there was 
still a third entrance and that escape had 
thus been possible. 

Suddenly Terry, who was taking in the 
situation in his lively style from all points 
of veiw at once, commenced to shout 
‘There she comes Hen! there she comes ! 
Shoot quick !” 

Sure enough, a full grown black bear, 
driven frantic by the fire and smoke was 
coming out of the cave by way of the 
opening which Henry was supposed to 
guard. Terry's warning was just in time 
and Ienry let go his charge with some 
effect, as the growls attested, but the 
bear was more angered than hurt. 

Spying Terry she took after that badly 
thghtensd young man, who again made 
off down the mountain at his best speed. 

A bear can climb up a hill with the best 
of them, but is at a decided disadvantage 
in going down-hill, because of the short 
fore-legs which nature had provided 


‘The race, therefore, was unequal, and 


Terry was soon comparatively safe. 

Phil, evidently thinking that a bear on 
the mountain was worth two in the cave, 
left his post unguarded and started to 
help Te After some maneuvering he 
succeeded in getting in a shot which dis- 
abled the bear somewht and afterward a 
second, which put an end to Bruin. _ 

Meanwhile the boys above were having 
a busy time, for close behind the old bear 
followed two young cubs. They ere only 
partly grown, and seemed somewhat 
stupid from the smoke. 

‘f Catch zee cubs alive, catch zee cubs 
alive !” shouted old Joe, and hastily pull- 
ing off his coat he clapped it over the 
head of the foremost one. 


3 


Harvey greeted the second in a similar 
manner, and by the time »ho young bears 
were reduced to subjection Terry and Phil 
came panting up again and announced 
that the old bear was dead. 

_A consultation was held and it was de- 
cided that it would be best to start for 
home at once with the prizes they had se- 
cured. The bear might have a mate, and 
is so he was likely to appear at any mo- 
ment, and they were hardly prepared to 
give him a suitable reception. 

The gold was forgotten for the time, 
the bears having caused enough excite- 
ment to drive away al] thoughts of other 
matters. 

Sending Johnnie Lucas ahead to bor 
row a lumber-wagon from the nearest 
farm-house, at the Corners, the rest of 
the party proceeded with considerable 
difficulty to move the dead bear and the 
two decidedly lively cubs to the old 
shanty. 

It was nearly an entire afternoon’s 
work, and was only just accomplished 
when Lucas returned with a reinforce 
ment of a half-dozen farmers and their 
sons and hired-men. By their help the 
remaining distance to the wagon was eas- 
ily accomplished, and the prizes loaded 
in. 

As may be imagined all of the pres 
were great heroes on arriving home, an 
were not slow in ee of their exploits. 

The cubs were sold for good sums to a 
Boston gentleman, who came up from the 
village, where he chanced to be stopping 
for a few days, and when the state bonnty 
on the old bear’s scalp and the amount 
from the sale of the skin and meat was 
added, quite a respectable amount was 
realized, and this was distributed equally 
among the seven. 

A party was made up the next day to 
explore the cave, but it is hardly neces- 
sary to say that nothing was found in the 
line of treasure. The cave had evidently 
been a bear’s den, off and on, for many 
years, and there were some signs whice 
seemed to indicate that the opening hac 
once been more prominent. and tha ir 
days long gone by the Indians had occu- 
pied it. Perhaps they, too, on the same 
mountain may have indulged in an 0ca- 
sional impromptu bear-hunt. 

Henry CHROMDIN. 


——_ oo 


A Nebraska man has settled the q'1es- 
tion of how prairie dogs obtain witer. 
He claims they dig their own wells, each 
village having one with a conce ied 
opening. He knows of such a well 200 
feet deep, having a circular staircase 
leading down to the water. 

——_—_$0o——_—_——- 


PLAIN TALK, under its new manage- 
ment, is a decided improvement over the 
old paper. This is especially notica le 
in the Philatelic Department, which is 
now conducted by Mr. Alvah Davison — 
Canada Stamp and Coin Journal. 





Are you interested in Archeology ? 
Pia TAK ts the Official Organ of 
the American Archawological Associa- 
tion, and as such will give you much 
valuable and interesting matter which 
you could not obtain elaowhere. It 
costa but 50 cents @ year. Your sub- 
cription is respectfully solrcrted. 
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ures, this material is quite as light and 
fully as durable as the much worn nun’s 
veiling, with no propensity for entrap- 
ping every grain of dust—rather sheding 
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sometimes stamped with small, fine fig- 


NOVELTIES IN FASHIONS. 

Arthur Clough, 
speaks of ladies 

“Whose every fold and line in all their dresses 

Something fine and exquisite expresses.” 

This poet loved grace and refinement, 
and the two are sisters that walk hand in 
hond. Refined dress is not a dress in ex- 
cess of the fashion, and is not a dress in 
compliance with the grotesque, the 
showy, or the vulgar ; but shows itself 
in color and its combinations ; in form 
and texture, in trimming, and the appli- 
ance of trimming, in laces, jewels, and 
in fact in all that makes up a woman’s 
dress. And just so is it with the attire 
of man, large patterned fabrics, flaring 
contrasts in material, and a profusion of 
jewelry is more showy than artistic. 

Therefore it is important in view to 
utility of grace and beauty, to study re- 
fined effect, and suitable fabric ; and 
banish the thought that the most beau- 
tiful is necessarily the most expensive. 
The severest simplicity in a cheap fab- 
ric is often even more attractive. Very 
little ingenuity is required to make 
charming effects when there is beauty 
and groce of person. Where these are 
not, be careful to select those things 
which are most appropriate and becom- 
ing, and a spirit of practical good taste 
will make requisite results, especially 
when the devices of fashion are so ex- 
tended as they are to-day, and prices so 
moderate as to put it in the power of all 
to look beautiful. 

This coming season, the cotton gown, 
known as Gingham is to reign. These 
come in beautiful patterns—and designs 
and prices run from 18 to 70 cents per 
yd. Another cotton goods to prevail, is 
the new mousseline delaines, this is soft, 
dainty material, such as our grand- 
mothers wore, and is woven with most 
beautiful designs. The width is one 
yard and the cost from 30 to 60 cents. 

The new satines are really too pretty 
to be simple cotton goods, and are of 
higher grade and of greater variety than 
ever before. There are striped satines 
and striped ginghams, which will be 
worn—combined with plain—for tennis 
and outdoor dresses. Prices of these 
goods vary, as, also the Pique which has 
been revived in a new form. It is now 
mat white, with exquisite designs, and 
is also produced in indigo blue and dark 
brown. The new white muslin, almost 
as soft as mull, will be popular made into 
novel and pretly costumes. 

It seems to be every body’s business 
to be shopping just now for spring goods, 
such beguiling price checks do the light 
fabrics display. The American Challis, 
stamped India silks and embroidered 
muslins, new light weight cheviots and 
tweeds for summer and spring outing 
and the new combinations of cashmeres ; 
these last named can be bought in good 
quality at 60 to 75 ets. per yd. 

Gray, in beautiful new tints is again 
the rage ; both in fine wools, and rough- 
surfaced cloths for traveling and prom- 
enade costumes, and in corded silk ma- 
terials for dinner and visiting gowns. 
Dark Green is also counted one of the 
richest street colors of the season ; the 
newest shades of green are the olive, rus- 
set and leaf tints. 

Alpaca woven 


the English poet, 


with silk and wodl, 


comes in. any number of shades, and is 





Many charming evening dresses are 


made of striped or figured gauze—over 
petticoat of satin, same shade, slightly 
draped and decorated with many bows, 
loops and flying ends of same shade rib- 
bon. 


The best way to strike the modern 
note in regard to evening dress is to se- 
lect a distinctive color, of soft wool, such 


as nun’s veiling, albatross cloth, fine 
cashmere, or Indian 
latest and best designs for making, lend 
themselves particularly well to this use 
of pretty wool materials, and to their 
combination with surahs and other inex- 
pensive silks. 


camel’s hair. The 


NENA BARBEE. 
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Raising Plants for Early Bloom, 
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NEW SINGLE DAHLIA8, 


In most sections of the North it is not 
possible to plant flower seeds out-of- 
doors until May. The plants from seeds 
sown at that time will not bloom until 
July or August, leaving a gap of many 
weeks between the flowering of the 
Dutch Bulbs and the spring-sown seed- 
lings. 

An enthusiastic lover of flowers will 
not thus allow Nature to deprive her ot 
blossoms during May and June, but by 
planting seeds in March in-doors, she 
will have plants to set out in May that 
will come into bloom immediately. 


Verbenas, Petunias, Snapdragons. 
Pansies, Pinks, Ipomoeas, Mimulus, 


Lychins, Stocks, Marigolds, Asters, and 
many other similar plants may be grown 
to blooming size by the middle of May 
from seed sown the first of March. 

The most approved method is to sow 
in shallow boxes, two and one-half 
inches in depth. 

Fill these to within one inch of the 
top with a light soil composed largely of 
leaf-mould and sand. 

Smooth it down by patting with a flat 
piece of wood and sprinkle well with 
warm water. 

Then sow the seeds either in rows, or 
in small square patches, the smaller ones 
at one end of the box, and the larger ones 
at the other. Cover the seeds to’ the 
depth of their own diameters with a mix- 


heirloom of a worthy ancestry, t 
:of which cannot be crushed even by pov- 











Lay a pane of glass over the box, and 
cover that with a piece of paper, or cloth, 
to exclude the light. 

The temperature ought be kept up to 
70 degrees, to insure success. If not high 
enough the seeds will lie dormant, or rot 
away. 

When the young plants begins to show 
themselves, remove the covering of 
paper leaving the glass on except for a 
daily airing witb as fresh air as can be 
had at a reasonable temperature,—not 
less than 50 degrees. As soon as large 
enough to handle, which will be in two 
or three weeks from the time of sowing, 
prick off the little plants into boxes two 
inches deep containing one and a half 
inches of the same kind of soil as was 
used before. In these boxes the plants 
should stand one inch apart. When two 
or three inches high, transplant from 
these boxes into the smallest size of pots, 
called ‘‘ thumbs” by the florist. In 
these pots many plants will grow to 
blooming size. Others will need re-pot- 
ting into one larger size. This can be 
determined by turning out the ball of 
earth from the pot. If it is covered close 
with a network of roots, the plant needs 
a larger pot. 

When sowing the seed the space one 
has at command should be considered. 
Don’t sow too many seeds for you will 
hate to throw away the plants, and if 
you try to keep too many they will be- 
come crowded, lose their vigor and you 
will fail to reap your reward. 

Sowing seeds indoors also gives one 
a chance to enjoy the bloom of flowers 
the first season which ordinarily would 
not blossom until the second year. 
Among these are the Dahlias, Delphi- 
minus, Hollyhocks and Chrysanthemuns. 
These require slightly different treat- 
ment when large enough to put into pots. 

The earth used should be quite rich 
and the plants kept growing without 
check, shifting them to larger pots as 
fast as they fill the smaller ones with 
roots, and putting them into very rich 
beds when it is time to set them in the 
open ground. 

The New Single Dahlias are quite 
easily grown in this way, and will come 
into flower in July, from seed sown the 
first of March. 

FLORENCE LINTON FIELD. 
Ss 


Ethies of Home Culture. 


“ Tf manners make a man, manners 
are the woman herself; because with 
her they are the outward and visible to- 
kens of her inward and spiritual grace, 
and flow instinct.vely, whether good or 
bad, from the instincts of her innér 
nature.” 

One needs good manners, tact, and of- 
ten much assistance to be able to unlock 
the entrance to the best society. The 
highest born and most distinguished 
persons in England, would be ashamed 
f had manners; and so would our cul- 
tured and most refined citizens of Amer- 
ica. But generally speaking, the social 
aspect of our continent is weak, and es- 
pecially so in the North and West; 
where if a person has assumption or 
wealth and arrogance, he may scale the 
wall irrespective of manners and morals, 
which are indissolubly allied. 

In the South, and more particularly in 
Virginia, is a line drawn; for the most 
of those old familias possess the o 


jous 
pride 


erty, nor be subdued until culture has 
failed to do her share in sustaining it; 
when this dies the power expires with it. 
The truly refined and cultured cannot 
under any circumstances (unless to make 
martyrs of their inner self) admit social- 
ly a person ill-bred and uncultured, tho’ 

‘his possessions should exceed those of 
Croesus. 

These acknowledged heirs to the best 
society are gradually decreasing, and 
why is it ? Because’ the field is not ex- 
clusive, and the rightful consideration 
as to what constitutes the best is not 
properly considered. The moral courage 
of the people needs to be heightened to 
a power that will attack the weaknesses 
and foibles which are shared, and to 
form a stage that will exclude those 
whose manners and education are such 
as render them unfit for the enjoyment 
and appreciation of the best society. 

When this promotion is established, 
there will be a reform in home life and 
discipline ; to be barred out of any thing 
inevitably excites human desires. There 
is no half-way resting place; we are al- 
ways sinking unless we are rising; go- 
ing backward unless we are pressing 
forward; therefore it is the duty of 
American women to do all they can to- 
ward the formation of so high a standard 
of morals and manners, that the tendency 
of society will be upward instead of 
downward, seeking to make it in every 
respect equal to the best society of any 
nation. This is one of woman’s missions 
and a work acknowledged even, by men. 
to be her rightful own. Then to show 
forth good work and shine as stars in 
her labor, she must push her moye- 
ments, and lose no time around the fire- 
side. 

A mother once asked a clergyman 
when she should begin to educate her 
child—then three years old. ‘‘ Madam,” 
was his reply, ‘‘you have lost three 
years already; from the first smile in 
your infant’s eyes, your opportunity 
began.” 

To be competent to instill the proper 
training a parent must be just what they 
wish their children to be. 

Every hour of patient Jabor, whether 
with the hands, or in study, or thought, 
brings with it its own priceless reward 
in its direct effects npon the character. 

One of the most power/ul factors to the 
success of life is the possession of self- 
respect : This should be the first princi- 
ple instilled. Itis higher than pride and 
stronger than self-reliance and enables 
the owner to walk through temptations 
unstained and unhowed: It gives honor 
and dignity to the wearer and makes 
him faithful in the performance of 
duties small and great. Self-respect 
plants aspirations which will in due time 
blossom and show forth fruits worthy to 
secure positions of whatever — social 
standard the possessor seeks. 

NenA B. BARBEE. 


{Readers desirous of advancing ideas on this subject 
for future publication, are at liberty to do so, } 
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PURCHASING DEPARTMENT. 


“ Ask thy purse what thou shouldst 
buy,” and if slender or fat, you could in 
no way utilize its worth so well, as te 
take advantage of the opportunity we 
give you of using this office for purchas- 
ing your goods from the New York 
stores, which are famous the world over 
for better bargains and finer selections 
than can be found elsewhere. 

This Department has flourished and 
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patrons of Luray Breezes and now hay- 
ing united its interests with that of 
Plain Talk, we hope old patrons and 
new, who are now on our list, will fully 
appreciate the convenience this depart- 
ment affords. We will supply any line 
of goods, and render our service without 
charge. One particular virtue in the 
Sistance we give, is to be able to fill 
orders at less expense than if you should 
do your own shopping, due to our large 
experience in buying and the favorable 
arrangements we have made with lead- 
ing houses of this city, our service also 
saves you the annoyance of being 
tangled in a crowd of pushing, hurrying, 
desperate shoppers, goading with elbows 
and prodding with umbrellas, while cash 
girls may forget to return with your par- 
cel and change until your patience is 
quite worn ; then, there is the roaring, 
rushing and confusion, the wear and tear 
of clothes, strength and good humor. 
So, altogether, it is advantageous to cal] 
to aid our experienced shoppers, who are 
known, and have favorable access to the 
counters, and perchance accomplish their 
shopping while you may be waiting for 
@ salesman. 

For those who wish to avail themselves 
of our assistance, we will procure, at 
lowest prices, the best goods, and all 
orders entrusted to our care, large or 
small, will receive prompt attention. 

Orders can be sent with memorandum 
and prices attached as to the amount you 
wish to pay. When ordering goods be 
as explicit and careful in description as 
possible, and send entire P. O. address 
with every order. Should you be unde- 
cided as to style or selection, state color 
of hair, eyes and complexion, and satis- 
factory selections can be made. We 
take delight in furnishing bridal trous- 
seaus, and haye procured nice outfits, 
with wedding gown and accessories, for 
the sum of $150. 

We also take pleasure in supplying 
household furniture and _ decorations, 
from kitchen-stove and utensils to par- 
lor-carpet, delicate portieres, and wall- 
paper. We have recently equipped a 
college for young men, aud the Principal 
says: “‘ To full  sagisfactiion.”? We 
mention this because we would have our 
‘* boys from nine to ninety,” understand 
that this Department is free to all, so 
pass not lightly over our offer. You 
know not what time and money may be 
saved until you have tested its value, 
which you can do by ordering your new 
spring suit, shoes, hat, etc. 

Ladies and Misses sending full meas- 
urements can have dresses made in latest 
style for $10. But, should you prefer, 
you can buy ready-made dresses of cloth 
and durable materials for $10, $12 and 
$15—these garments are handsome for 
the price—wash dresses can be bought 
for much less. 

In future numbers we will give a few 
styles and prices which will vary each 
month ; these may help some in your 
personal orders. You will find them un- 
der head of ‘‘ Novelties in Fashion.” 
And, now that spring trade has begun, 
with its variety of attractions, we hope to 
keep many of our staff employed in fill- 
ing orders. If other information 1s 
needed, write and send stamp for reply. 
When remitting money, register, or send 
money order, always payable to Plain 
Talk Publishing Co., and always stating 
when goods are to be mailed, registered 
or expressed. We send C. O. D. when 
desired, provided one-half the supposed 
amount of the purchase accompanies the 


given satisfaction for several years to’ order, 
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END 2 stamps for prices of Presses, Ty pe, Cards, En. 
velopes, Scrap Pictures, ete. ACME CARD Co., 
Maywood, N. J. 


No. 6 Envelopes, with any printing, 40c. 


100 Xx 


Cards and Note-Heads at same prices. Sent 
post-paid. WALTER MAYER, Deerfield, Wis, 
. Rohe Balranald Me et bls Be 


100 Nice Cards, name in gold, 100 Latest 
Songs, 16 Complete Stories and Agts outfit, 10¢ 
BEE HIVE SUPPLY CO,, Sherodsville 0, 










Nickeled 


Any name in 


elf-Inking S$ 
ubber, SO ee ee ore Leena 
Ee sire Marks 


se - se. anything. 
so ame,Town & State on,2 5c. Club of 7,21,35 
el se ae Se stamp Int Free withclub orders 
€ Rubber Stamp Co. New Haven 
Estab. 1876. Bestreferences. Store & factory, 11 xs See 
FREE | Giold Watch, Don’t go without them 
* simply because you have no Money, but 
send 4c, stamps and receive by return mail full par- 
ticdlars and Elegant Line of Samples, 


Nickel Plated, Pocket Self-Inking Pen and 
PencilStamp. \our name onin Kubver, only 2c. 









This Nickel Pen and Peneil Stamp ora 







, AGENTS WANTED to sell our 1000 styles of Rub 

ber Stamps, Novelties, Works of Art, ete. Cireue 

lars and terms Free. U.S. Stamp Co., Woodmont,Ct. 
SL 





Caskell’s Compenditm of Penmanship 


Will be sent postpaid to any address 
on receipt of 


SIXTY CENTS, 


(Former price $1.00.) 


This beautiful Self-instructor should be in the 
hands of every person who wishes to improye 
their handwriting. Address 


B. NUSBAUM, 
103 State Street, CHICACO, ILLS. 


CASOESASINILEFCON, 


OR, 
Marvellous Wherewithal Educator. 











Its PRICE IS $1.00. 

ILLUSTRATED AND DEMONSTRATED; 
COMPREHENDING 30,000 TOPICS INTO $1.00, ITS 
Cost TO YOU. 

No MNEMONICS, No CLASSES, 
Bout A LIFE COURSE, $1.00. 


THE PERFECTION OF SIMPLICITY. 


The Wherewithal Mfg. & Pub. Co. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Give full address for mailing. 


AMUSEMENT FOR ALL AGES, 


CHILDREN ‘ ” 
are delighted with/edy TBs beats them all.” 
it. : 

YOUNG Menand 0 
Maidens are capti- 
vated with it. 
AND OLD Men and Matrons take 


pleasure in it, or arts it with their 
children and grandchildren, 












VACUUM TIPPED ARROW. 


Itis a perfect Parlor Amusement, as 
there are no sharp points to break or 
mar the furniture, and can be shot with 
safety even at your window. It weil 
4 adhere wherever it strikes. Soldevery- 
where, 


A Gun, Arrow, Butterfly Hanger and Graduated 
Target, mailed post-paid for 885 cts., or Spring 
Steel Bow substituted for Gun, 50 cts. Extra 
Arrows, 30 cts. each, Extra Targets 20 cts. each. 
ELASTIC TIP CO., Sole Manufacturers and 
Patentees and Dealers in Rubber Goods of every 
description. Cor, Cornhill and Washington St., 
Boston, Mass. 
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Secretary’s Report. 


Nothing of unusual interast has oc- 
curred in the Association during the past 
month. 

In view of the fact that miuny of the 
members have not yet responded to the 
call for dues, the Official Bourd have 
deemed it best to wait awhile b2fore ap- 
pointing the remaining officers us called 
for in the constitution. 

During the month the Treasurer filed 
his bond for two hundred dollars, this 
being one hundred more than is required 
by the laws. 

When this number is printed, the char- 
ter membership of the Association will 
have been closed, and all desiring to join 
will need to make the regular form of 
application. 

All those who sent their names in as 
proposed members when the Association 
was being organized, were entitled to 
tome in as charter members on payment 
bf their dues, these latter to commence 
from Sept. first, the beginning of the fis- 
tal year, but notice was given in the Feb- 
ruary number that the charter member- 
thip would close the first of this month, 
30 all those who have not yet paid their 
dues, must fill out the blank form of ap- 
plication in order to join. 

Everything is running smoothly, the 
only drawback being the tardiness of the 
members in paying up. 

After this month only those members 
of the Association who hold membership 
cards will receive the official organ, the 
other members having had some months’ 
notice without heeding it. 

No applications have been received 
this month, although I have sent out a 
number of blank forms to those request- 
ing them, and these no doubt will come 
in for the next number. 

All persons desiring to join, should ad- 
dress the secretary for an application 
flank which will be immediately for- 
warded. These should be filled out and 
then returned. The applicant’s name 
will appear in the number following and 
if in one month no objection is made, he 
will be entitled to receive a membership 
card on payment of dues. 


ALVAH Davison, Sec’y. 
—_———_-- 4eq@——_ ————_ 


Report of Exchange Superintendent. 


Now that the A. A. A. “‘ is a go,” arch- 
aeolog sts have an opportunity to avail 
themselves of a safe and admirable sys- 
tem of exchange. Already packets are 
started on the circuit ad applications 
for blanks indicate lively barter in the 
near future. Heretofore no safe system 
of traffic with strangers has been avail- 
able. It is to be hoped that in the not 
far distant future this study of ancient 
man and his implements, armaments, 
etc., is to rank where it belongs—fore- 
most, and nowhere discounted by col- 
lecting other things of less interest and 
importance. 

J. R. NissLey, 
Exchange Sup’t. 
Ada, Ohio. 











Some Mound Builders’ Pipes in the Smith- 


sonian Institution. 


There are in the archives of the 
Smithsonian Institution severa] hundred 
ancient pipes. Some of these are from 
mounds and graves in the west and 
south, but the greater part are surface 
finds and represent every state and ter- 
ritory in the Union. The Mississippi 
valley, however, yields most of these 
pipes. It was through the broad valleys 
of her tributaries that our Aborigines 
wandered, camping in some favorable 
place for a few months and then moving 





ot. But 


leasant 
while some of the tribes and clans were 
moving about, others seized upon good 
locations (generally at the conflux of two 
large streams) for villages and estab- 


on to another more 


lished permanent homes. Now it is near 
these ‘‘ permanent homes” that most of 
the mounds are found. And it is on the 
site of the large villages that the better 
class of relics, and esvecially pipes, are 
found. This rvla will hold good in 
nearly all levalities in the Mississippi 
Valley. There are some exceptions and 
it would be well to state one here. The 
large pipe figured in the illustration (No. 
172) comes from Lookout Mountain, 
Tenn., and was found in a mound quite a 











distance from Bay village site. But all 
the other pipes illustrated were found in 
mounds near villages, in Ross Co., O. 
So it may be said of the collection of 
pipes in the Smithsonian that the most of 
them come from well known localities, 
where there have occurred many other 
objects of various materials and exhibit- 
ing fine grades of workmanship. Now 
that the general view of localities has 
been taken let us take individual spec- 
imens. 

If pipes could be classed, and divided 
into series, it would be an easy matter to 
describe them. But with the exception 
of the plain platform pipe, all the ancient 
pipes differ in size, in decoration, and 
often in material. The platform style of 
pipe is represented by the two small 
ones, and the large pipe with a broad 
base. Of these there are many in the 
Museum. They have a number of 

oints in common. They are often 

ighly polished, they show signs of much 
use, they are made of very hard stone. 
The ones represented here are a littls 
above the average. They come trom 
Ross Co., Ohio, and are from mounds. 
The larger one was broken in exhuming 
it, it is very remarkable haying a broad 
platform shaped stem very nearly ten 
inches inlength. The material is coal slate. 

There is another style of platform pipe 
that possesses some of the characteristics 
of these, and that is the effigy platform. 
There are a number of these in the 
Museum, and they are carved into all 
sorts of fanciful shapes. Some repre- 
sent the beaver, others human _ heads, 
and still others birds, reptiles and fishes. 
Many of these are from Southern Ohio 
and Tennessee ; whilo Indiana and 
llinois have furnished their quota of 
platform pipes. 

The more interesting pipes, however, 
are the larger ones. The pipes which 
weigh from two to four pounds attract 
most attention from visitors to the mus- 
eum. Under this class will come the 
large duck pipe illustrated here. ‘There 
are nearly one hundred of these larger 
pipes, many of them are larger than the 
duck pipe but the majority are smaller. 
Nearly all pipes as large as this come 
from Tennessee and Ohio. Quite a 
number are from the South, but the 
Southern pipes are mostly made of Ste- 
atite and not as nicely finished as the 
pipes of harder stone. Still they are 
very valuable and many of them quite 
well made. The deck pipe comes from 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn. Near that 
place and at Stone Creek there have been 
yome twenty pipes taken from mounds 
und stone graves. These pipes repre- 
sent birds and reptiles, but the duck 
seems to have been the favorite bird as 
more sculptures of it occur. The mater- 
ial of which No. 172 is made is blue 
steatite. 

The Smithsonian Institution made a 
very fine display of ancient pipes at the 
Cincinnati Centennial, and will make an 
equally good one at the Paris Inter- 
national Exhibition. The pipes_ illus- 
trated here will be sent abroad then. 
The object in doing this is to interest 
foreign Antiquarian Socicties in. the 
atudy of ancient pipes. The habit of 
smoking originated in this country and 
therefore ancient pipes are foan here 
only, but many collections of relics have 
been shipped abroad and so many of the 
choicest pipes are in European museums. 
By interesting the directors of these 
museums in the study of pipes, researen 
in this direction will be encouraged and 
new facts brought to light. : 
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more ae than any other collection in 
the world, yet if the private collections 
existing in this country were ‘‘ lumped 
together”? the sum total would exceed 
that of the Smithsonian. The facilities 
for the study of the habit of smoking as 

racticed by the Indians (or Mound 

uilders, if you please) are unsurpassed 
and it is to be regretted that private col- 
lectors are not willing to sell out or loan 
collections to the museum and thus aid 
in the work. Timé, yes, a long time, 
will be consumed in this study, but suc- 
cess is sure to crown the efforts of the 
laborers. 


In mentioning the number of pipes it | 


must not be omitted that the number 
given as “ several hundred” does not 
include the modern pipes. Were they 
included the writer should have said 
‘* thousands.”” The number of ancient 
pipes may safely be put at seven hun- 
dred. The modern ones seven thousand. 

Should the readers of this article who 
are interested in antiquities of any de- 
scription ever visit Washington they 
must not fail to see the pipe collection in 
the Smithsonian. A day well spent in 
viewing the ancient pipes there would be 
productive of more knowledge on_the 
subject than they could gain by reading 
a hundred articles. The study of the 
ancients and their implements is pecul- 
iar, and unlike other scientific studies it 
is hard to be imparted to another. In 
order to fully understand and appreciate 
any branch, the objects themselves must 
be examined and conclusions and facts 
drawn from them. 

WARREN K. MOOREHEAD. 

—$0¢—_—__=—— 


Librarian’s Report. 


The receipts for the library for the past 
month have been nothing. 

I think the idea of ‘‘ Ch.” in Feb. num- 
ber of Plain Talk a good one: it was 
my intention to suggest the same thing. 
Having made a practice of saving every 
thing on the subject that I have seen I 
now haye quite a collection which I in- 
tend to place in a suitable book and add 
to the library. Should be pleased to re- 
ceive anything on the subject from the 
members. If each one would send some- 
thing, we would soon have quite a book. 

It is sometimes my good fortune to find 
some relic of unusual form or material. 
Now if each one of us, when we make a 
good find, would send a short account of 
what we have to our journal it would 
help to keep up an interest in the sub- 
ject, and fill our department in the paper 

Compared with the West we collectors 
of the Eastern and older settled states 
have to work much harder to get perfect 
specimens. I value an arrow point that 
I have found far above one that I have 
bought, but as all of us are not situated so 
that we can find all of our specimens I 
think it a good plan to purchase some 
relics of some reliable dealers (and I be- 
lieve there are some such), and thus com- 
pare those found in one locality with 
those of another. It is also a good plan 
when anything new or odd is found to 
have it photographed. Many collect- 
ors on starting in, aim to have only the 
finest and most perfect specimens. 
did so at first, Lut later I found that 
many of the ruder forms gave me more 
insight into the method of manufactur- 
ing than some of the finer specimens. 

Now if each and every member will con- 
tribute his mite I think we can make the 
archeological department one of the most 
interesting in the paper. 

C. A. Perkins, Librarian A. A. A. 








My New Illustrated Catalogue 


INDIAN RELICS ! for Stamp. Address: 


ELMER E, MCWETHY, Pavilion Centre, N. Y. 








setae eben for the Beautiful Little Oregon Bird 
Arrow Points, for Collectors and Dealers. 

Sioux, Apache, ete., Indian Relics in large variety. 
Museums, advanced collectors and amateurs supplied 
with genuine Relics. Write for large catalogue of 
Archwolgical Relics, Minerals and Fossils to 
L. W. STILWELL, Deadwood, Dak. 


F. C. SAWYER, 


Dealer in 


Stamps, Confederate Money aud Curiosities, 


BEAUCLERC, FLA. 


Serd stamp for 1889 eight-page catalogue. Agents 
wanted to sell stamps. Send stamp and reference. %5 
per cent. commission. F. C. SAWYER. 








If you are interested in Indian Rel- 
ics, Confederate Money, Stamps, 
Sea Shells, Minerals or Curiosities, 
send for our Catalogue. Free to all. 
FALLS NOVELTY CoO., 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 


ANCIENT INDIAN RELICs. 


Illustrated 


Box P. 





Drawings of some rare things, for stamp. 
Catalogue 6c. or free with order. : 

12 all different and desirable implements and orna- 
ments wrought out of flint, stone and shell. 

Interesting lot for study only 75c. Will sell for more 
money. 

2 good arrowheads, 30 cents. 2c. stamps taken, 
J.°R. NISSLEY, 


Hardin County. ADA, OHIO. 


Rare Stamps Given Away 


With approval sheets. Send good reference or 
deposit, and I will send you one of my unexcelled 


Approval Sheets. 
c. C. LUBITZ, 
2915%Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


STAMPS! STAMPS! 











4 var. Persia........09c. | 20 var. U.S. Revenues....15¢ 
S- 2. ©eylon.. c+. lle. |21 ‘ Heligoland, unu’d, 35c 
1a Thurn i axis unused: .2-. sevens see see ewe 23¢ 


FREE—PRICE LIST —FREE 


Approval sheets at 25 per ct. commission; 
erence required. C, DREW, Box 3250, N. 


PHILATELIC? | ITERATURE. 


Send list of wants and prices paid for same. Fifty 
stamps for every stamp paper sent me. Correspond- 
ence solicited for the exchange of Philatelic Papers. 
The “ Philatelic Literature Collector,’ 10 cents per 
year. Stamps on approval at 25 per cent. commission. 
Complete file ‘Stamp Record,” 4 nos., 25 cents. 


H. C. BEARDSLEY, A. P.A., 95, 
Box 616, St. Joseph, Mo. 


ood ref- 
« City. 
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T°. STAMP COLLECTORS. 
SOME INVITING OFFERS. 


“OOP “UAWLO, [TB "SeTOLIBA OOZ 
PLAIN TALK and Philatelic Gazette, each one year, 
70 CENTS. 


PLAIN TALK and The Stamp Collector, each one year, 
50 CENTS. 


PLAIN TALK and Stamp Collector's Figaro, each 1 year, 
45 CENTS. 
SEND ORDERS TO 
PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., 
Box 3259, New York City. 


STAMPS on approval to responsible parties at 25 per 
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cent. dis. 8. M SAVIDGE, Box 472, Pottstown, Pa. 


Are you a collector of Stamps ? 
Do you expect to collect Stamps? 


Assenting to these questions, your interests will 
not excuse a failure to send to 


E. T. Parker, Bethlehem, Pa., 


For a copy of his MONTHLY PRICED-LIST of PosT- 
AGE STAMPS. 


PHILATELY. 


A 16-page as whe devoted to stamps 
lecting- Published monthly by 


PHILATELY PUBLISHING Co., 
176 E. 125th Street, New York City. 
4 SAMPLE COPY FREE! 
Advertising Rates made known on application. 


BUY, 


P. L. SCHNEIDER & CO., wscittnes 





and stamp col- 


SELL 


Collectors of S 1 A Mi p S Dealers in 


828 SO. HIGH ST., COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
GENUINE STAMPS ON APPROVAL 
A SPECIALTY. 
Agents wanted at 25 per cent. commission. 


ATTENTION! 


RESPONSIBLE COLLECTORS who desire to ob- 
tain Genuine ving fe at the lowest prices should write 
NOW for a sheet of fine Stamps on approval at 30 per 
cent. commission. Mention PLAIN TALK. 


CHAS. BEAMISH, Jr. 


1424 MARSHALL ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Poreign Consignments and Correspondence solicited. 


Here’s What You Want! 


Scott's No. 145 Die A, 5c. Blue on White, Unused 
Entire Envelopes, only 40c. 
Send 2c. stamp with good reference for some of our 
approval sheets. Stamps bought or exchanged. For- 
elgn correspondence desired. 


THE GENESEE STAMP & COIN CO., 
Box 462, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


JOHN A. THALHEIMER, 


Dealer in 


POSTAGE STAMPS, 


831N. Bond St., Baltimore, Md. 

Send for a sheet of stamps on approval at 25 per cent. 
commission. A t3same time promise to return sheets in 
7 days. 100 U. 8., mixed, 15c.; 100 Portugal, mixed, 
20c.; 100 France, Mixed, 15c. 


BARGAINS IN RUBBER STAMPS. 
Hand Stamp, 1 to 5 pune ink and pads, post free, 
33c. 

Pen and Pencil Stamp and outfit, post free, 1 line, 27 c. 
2 lines, 31c.; 3 lines, 35c.; 4 lines, 40c. 
Self-Inker and apis pose free, 1 or 2 lines, 50c.; 3 or 

lines, 55c. 

AGENTS WANTED, Approval sheets of cheap 
stamps sent to any honest collector promising to make 
returns every two weeks. List for stamp. Prizes given. 
Packets, 10, 15, 25 and 50 cts. and $1.00. A.P.A. 498. 





SHELLENBERCER, Cermantown, Phila. 


THE YOUNG NATURALIST’S. 





——— 

A cholce specimen of anything oD thie het will be sent post-paid for 8 CRS, of we wh ee 
(ht eOtire cobection, 45 specimens, packed In & nest wooden box powt-pald POM OTE P63 CFS. 
——————————— TT 


No. 1 Resorrection Plant, Mex. 29 Alligator Tooth, Indian River, Fla. 

t Card Marine Algme, ‘s Vingyard | 30 Crinoid Stem, Cumberland River, Tamm 
3 25 war. igo Stempe 31 Curio Bahamas 

4 Bun Shell, Nassac. 32 P Wood, Sonoma Co, 

5 Starfish, Cape Cod. Mam. AR Rah tiny XY. 

6 Bark frow -Tree, Spain Sand Shar! Atanto 

1 “Big Tree” Bark, Maripom, Calg, 35 Flexible Coral (Melites), Tonge Lalee 

@ Band Dollar. Casco Bay, Ma 36 Limpet, Bahamas 

® Chinese Cols 37 Bloodytooth Shell, Namao 

10 Task Shell, W. I 38 Foss) Shark Tooth, & C. 

41 01 Coral, Singspore, 39 Opercalum or Shel) Door, Bahamas 

12 Gypron bs. Skogepore 40 Native Lodestons, Magnet Cove, Ark 
43 Cyprao Ambotna 41 Olive Shell. Zansiber 

14 Oyprae Arobrics, EL 42 6 Gulnee Peas 

15 Red Sea Bean, Babames 43 Piece pa ereegd fare ba 

16 Gray Sea Bean, Nesac, Bahemee 44 2 Egg 

17 Brown-banded Bes Bean, Bahamap 45 Pisce of Cloth, made by the Ne 
18 Screw Shell, China Lives of Sacsoan 


—POT OF AED FOR Gita oT — 


FRANK H. LATTIN, 
Publisher of “THE OOLOGIST,” 


Sok . 
25 Quarts Crystal, Hot Springs, Ark. ge? es 09 oa a 
24 Bea Urebia, Atlantic Specimens, Instruments, Supplies and 
35 Shaving froma Meteor, Cnthoila, H. Mt Publioatlons for the Naturalist, 
31 Pisk oral, Casolion laos Albion, M. Y. 
28 Indian Pottery, Orleans Co., N. ¥. (ar Been % eramr ros Comriers Leere 


This 1 ‘of the most ''Marvelous™ collections ever put ap It ie especially 

adapted te Kalooguten Work, and while proving invaluable to “young collectors, 

elder ones will appreciate ite merits. ae Er uAanT Vane 
re moml, each speci lnbel- 

Ape pete yeas | ; ONLY 65 CTS 
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PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT 
No. § BEEKMAN STREET, NEW YORK, 


BY 
PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
(INCORPORATED.) 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 
IN ADVANCE. 


Per Annum......... 50 cents. | Six Months........ 25 cents, 
To Foreign Countries 75 cents per annum. 


ADVERTISING RATES, 


Per line, per insertion, 10 cents; per inch, 75 cents; per 
column, $6.00. Space less than one column must be paid 
at inch rates; less than one inch at line rates. Ten per 
cent. discount for 6 months; 20 per cent. for 1 year. 
sonst pobre and all advertisements subject to ap- 
prov: 








Entered as second-class matter at the New York, N. Y., 
Post-Office. 


NEW YORK, MARCH, 1889. 








IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


By an arrangement just entered into, the subseription 
list of une pubflcation nown as Luray Breezes has been 
combined with PLAIN TALK's, and hereafter subscribers 
to Breezes will receive this paper. For many years 
Breezes was issued from Luray, Va., and had a large 
list of subscribers and many warm friends throughout 
all of the Southern and Eastern States. Several months 
ago it was removed to this city, and now this consolida- 
tion has been effected because all parties concerned be- 
lieve that the interests of both subscribers and adver- 
tisers can be better served. 

We are glad to announce, also, that the editor of 
Breezes, Miss N. B. Barbee, will hereafter be an asso- 
ciate editor of PLAIN TALK. Subsequent issues will 
contain one or more departments under her charge. 

PLAIN TALK gives greeting to each subscriber to 
Luray Breezes, and trusts that a long and pleasant ac- 
quaintance may be the result to the union. 

Advertisers will be greatly benefited by the combina- 
tion, and we shall hope to receive a more liberal patron- 
age than ever. Please note that no increase of rates 
has been made. 








Weare still sending out the prize books 
to each tenth subscriber. The book offer 
in another part of the paper is well worth 
the attention of all. 

+o 

Questions are solicited from the read- 
ers of PLAIN ‘J'ALK upon any or all topics. 
The paper covers a wide field and we 
wish to make it of service to all subscri- 
bers. 





We would be glad to have our readers 
send us contributions for the department 
of ‘‘ Games and Pastimes.” Anything 
in the way of original puzzles, games, 
etc., will be acceptable. 
tee 

We are always glad to send sample 
copies of PLAIN TALK to those who are 
not familiar with our paper, and will 
thank our readers to forward us lists of 
names of those likely to be interested. 








ee Se 

A subscriber writes to know where he 
can dispose of stories, ete., which he has 
written, or at least have them examined. 
He would do well to consult the book of 
** Information for Authors,” noticed in 
our December issue. It covers the whole 
ground, we believe. 

<a ee 

Thomas L. James, Postmaster General 
in Garfield’s cabinet, contributes his first 
magazine article to the March Scribner 
—entitled ‘‘ The Railway Mail Service.” 
He concisely and entertainingly describes 
the evolution of mail-carrying in this 
country, from the days of the colonial 
carrier with the letters in his saddle-bags 











to the modern Fast Mail train. A graph- 
ic account is also given of the actual 
work done on the mail trains in the coun- 
try, describing the skill and dexterity of 
a corps of trained mail clerks. 
———_— 40 —-_-_ 

The thermometers advertised by the 
Standard Thermometer Company are 
indaed “ standard’? instruments. Jn 
these intruments thin plates of two 
metals, which have different powers of 
expansion and contraction are soldered 
together, forming one solid plate. The 
action of heat and cold on this bi-metallic 
plate is multiplied by means of levers 
which connect with the pinion, carrying 
the hand ; by which the temperature is 
accurately registered on the dial, as plain- 
ly as time is indicated on a clock face. 

re ae 

The following, from a recent issue of 
New York Medical Journal, may convey 
a warning to some users of tobacco. In- 
jurious and harmful as the habit is to 
adults, it is infinitely more injurious and 
more harmful to those who have not 


fully attained their maturity. 


In an experimental observation of thirty-eight boys 
of all classes of society, and of average health, who had 
been nsing tobacco for periods ranging from two months 
to two years, twenty-seven showed severe injury to the 
constitution and insutlicient growth, thirty two showed 
the existence of irregularity of the heart’s action, dis- 
ordered stomachs, coughs, and a craving for alchol, thir- 
teen had intermittency of the pulse, and one had con- 
sumption.. After they had abandoned the use of tobac- 
co within six months one-half were free from all their 
former pp oms, and the remainder had recovered by 
the end of the year. 


——__—__+#ee. — -___ 


Some time since a striking advertise- 
ment appeared in the daily papers of the 
United States. It was headed ‘‘ How to 
Make Money.” The advertisement of- 
fered to send, on payment of a small 
sum, an infallible method whereby 
money would be made. ‘Thousands sent 
their ‘“‘ quarters,” and in due course re- 
veived a slip of paper, on which was prin- 
‘ed in bold letters, ‘‘ Work like a tiger.” 
it is to be hoped that those who invested 
and received such good advice will now 
go and put it into practice. The fact is, 
there is a growing tendency on the part 
of men and women to ignore the divine 
law. Money can not be honestly made 
in other way than by labor. ‘The insane 
idea has also taken hold of a large num- 
ber that ‘‘to work with the hands” is not 
genteel, and as a result we have a large 
surplus in our land of genteel drones, and 
as an exchange very pointedly states, 
they ofttimes keep up appearance at the 
expense of honesty; for, though ‘‘ we 
may not be rich, yet we must seem to be 
‘respectable,’ though only in the meanest 
sense—in mere vulgar show. We have 
not the courage to go patiently onward 
in the condition of life in which it has 
pleased God to call us; but must needs 
live in some fashionable state to which 
we ridiculously please to call ourselves ; 
and all to gratify the vanity of that un- 
substantial, genteel world, of which we 
form a part. There is a constant strug- 
gle and pressure for front seats in the 


. 





social amphitheatre ; in the midst of 
which all noble, self-denying resolve is 
trodden down, and many fine natures 
are inevitably crushed to death. What 
waste, what misery, what bankruptcy 
comes from all this ambition to dazzle 
others with the glare of apparent worldly 
success, we need not describe. The 
mischievous results show themselves in 
a thousand ways—in the rank frauds 
commited by men who dare to be dis- 
honest, but do not dare to seem poor ; 
and in the desperate dashes at fortune, 
in which the pity is not so much for those 
who fail, as for the hundreds of innocent 
families who are so often involved in the 
ruin.’ 
ye oe “s 
Award of Prizes. 

The “‘ Corn Basket ” word-hunt closed 
on Feb. 15th, but so many lists were re- 
ceived that the work of examining them 
was barely completed in time for an- 
ouncement for this issue. 

The first prize of $5.00 in gold is awar- 
ded to J. N. Smith, lock Box id, Bartow, 
Fla. who has 546 correct words. 

The second prize, a gold dollar, goes to 
Mareus P. Chase, Pottersville Mass., 
whose list contains 525 words. Every 
word in this list was correct and nothing 
had to be thrown out. 

The third, fourth, and fifth prizes, each 
one of our premium books, were awarded 
as follows ; 

Ben F. Heastand, Box 76, Sheldon, 
Iowa, 496 words. 

E. V. E. Heath, Sheldon, Iowa, 482 
words. _ 

FE. C. Farman, 1007 Califonia St., San 
Francisco, Cal., 455 words. ; 

Our courage fails us and we decide not 
to award the ‘* booby prize.”? We may 
say, however, that less than 100 words 
were found in the smallest list. 

Most of the lists were very neatly 
prepared, although some of them were 
in anything but a satisfactory condition. 
We shall hope to hear from all contes- 
tants again. 


-$< e——_—__“—_ 
The Next Prize Contest. 


Word hunts are popular and _ profit- 
able forms of amusement. Plain Talk 
offers a series of prizes to the subscribers 
who will make the most words out of the 
letters in the word 


WASHINGTON. 


The requirements are that only sub- 
scribers can compete, but any one can 
send their subscription in with their list 
of words. Proper names will not be al- 
lowed and only words found in the body 
of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, 
which will be considered a final author- 
ity in deciding all disputed points. No 
letter can be used in the same word 
twice, unless used twice in ‘‘ Washing- 
ton.” Lists must be arranged alphabeti- 
cally, and must be written in ink. The 
contest wil] close on Apiil 15th, 1889, 
and the result announced in the May 
number. 

The first prize will be a gold dollar ; 
the second, third, fowth and fifth each 
one of our books to be selected by the 
winner. Should more than one list con- 
tain the same number of words the first 
prize will be awarded to the one haying 
the fewest errors. ; 

Do not confuse this contest with the 
ones previously announced in PLAIN TALK. 


i ee ne 





SNOW FLAKES. 


Out of the bosom of the air, 
Out of the cloud-folds of her bosom shaken, 
Over the woodlands brown and bare, 
Over the harvest fields forsaken, 
Silent, and soft, and slow 
Descends the snow, 


Even as our cloudy fancies take 
Suddenly shape in some divine a ae pg 
Even as the troubled heart doth make 
In the white countenance confession, 
The troubled sky reveals 
The grief it feels. 


This is the poem of the air, 
Slowly in silent syllables recorded; 
This is the secret of despair, 
Long in its cloudy bosom hoarded, 
Now whispered and revealed 
To wood and tield. — LONGFELLOW. 


—— +e 


Power of Sunshine. 


Public Opinion condenses from the 
Chautauquan an interesting article by 
Charles Barnard, in which he shows that 
the great star which we call the sun is 
literally the stove that keeps the whole 
world warm. In conclusion he gives the 
following facts, curious and interesting 
to the general reader. 

Heat expands and cold contracts, and 
everything warmed by the sun expands 
under its gentle heat. Every rail on all 
our railroads expands and grows per- 
ceptibly longer in bright sunshine, and 
contracts on a hot summer’s day, be- 
tween bright sunshine and the shade 
caused by clouds, and have seen that it 
moved over one inch in less than two 
hours. In building the great bronze 
Liberty in New York harbor, the same 
thing had to be guarded against, and 
provision is made to allow the whole 
vast figure to move under the expansion 
caused by the heat of the sun. The 
movement, owing to the irregular sur- 
face of the statue, is not visible, as in the 
Brooklyn bridge, yet it is there. Even 
Bunker Hill monument, which is built 
wholly of stone, is distorted out of shape 
every day by the sun, though the moye- 
ment cannot be proved except by certain 
experiments made for that purpose. 
What will finally become of our stellar 
stove no man can positively say. et 
judging from what we know already, it 
is quite possible that it is burning out. 
When its fires finally die down, the end 
of our planet is at hand, and all life here 
will slowly, or suddenly perhaps, become 
extinct by freezing, and our planet will 
meet its end as a dead star swinging 
through: the awful cold of the stellar 
spaces. People of fervid imagmation 
have thought the world would come to an 
end in a general conflagration. It is 
much more likely our stellar stove will 
go out, and the world will calmly freeze 
up. Of the two methods of ending 
earthly history, the latter will be evi- 
dently the more comfortable. 

—~$~0¢—___. 


Secretary Vilas has made a grant of 
$600 a year out of the appropriation for 
the Indian Bureau, to aid a civilizing 
agency established and thus far carried on 
at her own expense by Miss Grace How- 
ard, of New York, a daughter of the well- 
known writer, Joseph Howard, jr. Miss 
Howard some time ago went to Dakota 
and devoted herself to teaching the Sioux 
how to live. In the spring of 1887 Sec- 
retary Lamar gave her leave to build a 
house near the Crow Creek agency, and 
there for several years she has lived and 
taught the Indian women how to sew and 
take care of their children. The Indian 
men also came to her for instruction in 
the arts and manners of the whites. Miss 
Howard has an allowance from her 
father, and on this she has lived and car- 
ried on her missionary work. 





- PLAIN TALK .- 


A Wise Old Dog. 
A contributor to arecent number of 


Sunshine tells the following dog story : | 


** My sister lives in Dakota on a claim, 
and as my brother-in-law is often absent 
at night, he purchased a fine mastiff 
when he first went out there. Nora says 


she is never afraid to stay alone, for no | 


man could cross the 
against her will. 

** Once, in a blizzard, a gentleman and 
his wife applied for shelter. Nero looked 
idly on when the woman came in, but 
when the man essayed to enter, declared 
war on the instant. 

** Nat was away, and Nora had her 
hands full in managing the brute. 

“ The curious thing about him is, that 
he always seems to know when a blizzard, 
or a severe storm, is coming. There are 
two small children, and they attend a 
school about a mile and a half away. 

** One day the teacher heard a noise at 
the door. Opening it she found Nero on 
the step. The instant the door was open, 
he sprang inside, and rushed up to the 
oldest. a girl of ten, and seizing her by 
the dress, he began dragging her toward 
the door. He was so big and strong that 
he just pulled her right along. When he 
had succeeded in reaching the large 
wooden stoop on the outside, still cling- 
ing to the dress of his little charge, that 
she might not escape and return again to 
the school-room, looked pleadingly up 
into her face ; and, wagging his large, 
bushy tail, as an assurance that all was 
right, ran back into the room. Quickly 
took the boy by the coat, and tugged him 
along in the same way, until he stood by 
his sister’s side. 

“Then he began a frantic assault upon 
the door, accompanied by a deafening 
barking. The teacher tried to interfere, 
but Nero showed her a set of cruel-look- 
ing teeth, and growled oniinously. 

‘* At length, out of patience, she direc- 
ted the children to put on their wraps and 
take the dog home. The instant that she 
said that, the dog ceased his wild per- 
formance, and waited quietly until the 
children were ready to go. 

“Then he rushed out of the house 
with every manifestation of joy. Imag- 
ine my sister’s surprise to see him come 
in about 3 o’clock with the children. 
And she was more astonished when 
they told of his queer actions at the 
schoolhouse. ‘‘ It had commenced to 
snow before they reached home, and in 
half an hour one of the worst blizzards 
of the season was raging. 

“The other children were forced to stay 
all night at the school-house, and sut- 
fered from cold and hunger. Since then 
they think the dog almost more than hu- 
man. 


threshold alive, 


+0 -——__ 


Florida issued two coins under Spain, a 
half-penny, and four reales. The form- 
er was of pewter, the latter of silver. 

AE reels 


Mr. Isaiah VY. Williamson, of Phila- 
delphia, has donated three million dollars 
to establish a manual training school in 
that city. This sum is expected to pay 
for all buildings and equipments, and 
steadily maintain the school after its 
start. North Carolina is the ee of 
similar liberality. Mr. George W. Van- 
derbilt, of New York, has bought 1,000 
acres of beautiful mountain-side near 
Asheville, N. C., and has engineers at 
-work laying out the grounds, preliminary 
to establishing a manual school there. 
It is Mr. Vanderbilt’s plan that this in- 
stitution shall be for the special benefit of 
poor white children in that State. 
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“Games and Pastimes. sg: 


( phim for this department solicited from all 
readers, 








Answers to February Puzzles, 

Kasy Enough if Only You Know 
How.—IX; cross the I, it makes XX.— 
66-6—7 92, six dozen dozen being 864, 
and half a dozen dozen being 72.—Eight 
cats.—Place the Roman figures on a piece 
of paper and draw a line through the 
middle of them and the upper half will 
be VIL. . 

A Problem of Numbers.—From the re- 
maining 12 deduct 1, and 11 is the num- 
ber she sold the last boy, which was half 
of what she had; her number at that 
time, therefore, was 22. From 22 de- 
duct 2, and the remaining 20 was two- 
thirds of her prior stock, which was, 
therefore, 30. From 30 deduct 10, and 
the remaining 20 is half her original 
stock. She had, therefore, at first 40 
apples. 

Geographical Beheadings: K-opal; 
P-rone; K-raw; H-owe; S-wan; J-ava; 
T-anna; P-alma; R-hone. 
+0¢—___—_ 


An Old-Timer. 


The following simple puzzle is a very 
old one, and yet will interest the younger 
people who have never seen it. 

Yyuryyubicuryy for me ? 

This looks meaningless; but in face 
it is a pointed little couplet : : 

Too wise you are, too wise you be, 
I see you are too wise for me, 
oe 


Omissions, 

Fill the second blank with the same 
word as the first, omitting the first létter. 

Ie——that wealth must be——hby dili- 
gence. - 

He found growing in the ——, —— —— 
of rare beauty. 

I should like to haye seen the —— on 
board the -—-~. 

He——a mountain whose top —— —— 
with snow throughout the year. 

a tal > 
The Unlucky Hatter. 

A traveler passing through a town 
bought a hat for 58 and gave in payment 
a $50 bill. The hatter called on a mer- 
chant near by, who changed the bill for 
him, and the traveler having received 
his $42 change went his way. Next day 
the merchant discovered the note to be 
counterfeit, and called upon the hatter, 
who was compelled to borrow $50 from 
another friend to redeem it with. On 
turning to search for the traveler he had 
left town, so that the note was useless on 
the hatter’s’*hands. What did the hatter 
lose by the transaction ? 

- Se 
Buried Cities. 

To battle the mob, I let him out by a 
secret door. 

They built a mole, and thus made the 
harbor safe. 

They say I cannot do it; but I can and 
I will succeed. 

The Gauls said that Arioyistus was 
mad, rash and cruel. 

{ made the child take a nap, lest she 
should fall asleep during the service. 

What, for three thousand ducats kill a 
man ! 

When the sense demands a colon, do 
not use a period. f 

I consider the pasha no very great 
sight. 
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+Philately.+- 
ALVAH DAVISON, - - 


All communications for this department should be ad- 
dressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 


EDITOR. 

















The Philatelic Era is announced to ap- 
Pera about April 16th from Cincinnati, 
hio, with James D. Carr as editor. 


The February Quaker City Philatelist 
ives its readers a fine two-colored pic- 
ure of the Philadelphia Post Office, with 

cerner cuts showing past ana present 
modes of mail carriage. 


The first number of the Rhode Island 
Philatelist has reached me and it is good 
for a four page paper. Mr. F. H. Pinkham 
is the printer, this name vouching for its 
appearance typographically. 


The Chalmers Society has been 
merged into the Chicago, the two now 
being one. With such a society as they 
now have, Chicago should begin to re- 
gain some of her lost ground. 


Mr. Chas. Steirgerwalt has favored me 
with his large catalouge of Coins, Medals, 
Relics, etc. From the size of it I should 
judge that this gentleman carried a large 
and varied stock of these commodities. 


No. one of the Hoosier Philatelist 
dropped in on me a short time ago and it 
met with a welcome, as it is a good read- 
able magazine. ‘‘ Wanderer’ has one of 
his revenue articles in this issue and what 
he writes is always of interest. 


On the evenings of Feb. 25th and 26th 
R. R. Bogert & Co., dispose of a large 
collection of U. S. and foreign post cards 
and envelopes, these being the major 
part of the collection of Mr. M. P. Castle 
of Brighton, England. 


The February number of the Philatelic 
Journal of America contains over sixty 
pages, and although this is not as large 
as the Jan., yet it is a grand good num- 
ber. It is copiously illustrated and is 
another treat for the philatelic public. 


“New York Notes” now seem to be an 
established institution with the Phila- 
telio papers. The writer started these 
back in 1886 in connection with the 
Youth’s Ledger, Mr. Gustay Aue, the pre- 
sent editor of the Ledger, being the cor- 
respondent. 


‘Open letters” are now the order of 
the day, number five appearing in the 
February Philatelic Gazette, with Mr. 
Geo. F. Heath as the author. Mr. Heath’s 
first letter, regarding the match and 
medicine stamps has raised a cyclone 
over his head, but from all appearances 
he is as yet unharmed, and as aggressive 
as ever. 


‘‘Our membership has reached 169 
and ten applications; this is a good 
showin for eleven months. Look out, 
Set. x. we're after you.” So says the 
Dominion Philatelist (Canada). Seeing 
that the A. P. A. now has a lead of about 
five hundred, and that it increases at the 
rate of two to one, Mr. Ketcheson can 
rely on it that they always will be—— 
after it. 


The Constitution and By-Laws of the 
C. P. A. , has been issued with a list of 
the members names in the back. I trust 
that my name is not a fair sample of the 
proof reading, as I am down as Alvin 


Davison, Helinetta N. J. The C. P. A. 
are now sending their membership cards 
through the mail at circular rates. Better 
look out boys, or the P. M., will be after 
you! 


Mr. H. E. Deats spent a few days with 
me during the past month and I had the 
pleasure of looking over some of his re- 
cent purchases, in the line of trial colors 
of Central American stamps, there being 
about one hundred shades of each. He 
had his collection of postage and many of 
his proofs with hin and we enjoyed “‘ a 
review of the philatelic field” to its full- 
est extent. He carried away a hundred 
dollar’s worth of stamps in his “ grip” 
and my stock was correspondingly low. 


The initial number of the American 
Stamp, consisting of twelve pages and 
cover. is above the average for a new 
paper. Its appearance and contents are 
excellent and I wish it a long and suc- 
cessful career. An innovation is a com- 
plete list of all philatelic societies, with 
the officers and place of meeting. This 
will tend to the growth of these societies, 
as it will keep them before collectors 
who are desirious of joining. There are 
many collectors, especially in the cities, 
who would join a society, did they know 
of one in their vicinity, and such a list 
as given will likely be seen by these 
parties. 


Does every reader of a paper always 
read the advertisements? This is a 
question I have often thought over, and 
| want to say right here that if you don’t 
read them, you miss one-half of the good 
in a paper. To advertise costs money and 
plenty of it, and as much if not more 
time and study is spent on the advertis- 
ing pages, than on the reading. An 
advertiser doesn’t take space in a paper 
unless he knows he has something which 
the public want, and each reader is a 
part of the public, so they are inserted 
for your benefit, and if you will always 
look them over you will find much in 
them to interest you. 


Probably the finest exhibition of stamps 
ever seen in this country was opened to 
the pubic on February 2 3rd., at the Eden 
Musee in 28rd. St., N. Y. City. It is 
under the auspices of the Brooklyn, 
National and Staten Island societies, 
these three combining some of the finest 
collections in the country. It is estima- 
ted that there will be $100.000 worth 
of stamps exhibited, these being placed 
under glass cases to prevent injury and 
loss. The exhibition will last about one 
month and everyone in the vicinity of the 
city should make it a point to attend. 
The Musee is situated between Broadway 
and Sixth Ave., and is convenient of ac- 
cess, the Sixth Ave., elevated road run- 
ning nearly to the door. lt is open from 
11 A. M. to 11 P. M. and only the regular 
price of admission will be charged, 50 
cents. The Musee is one of the sights 
of the Metropolis. 


The Philatelic Society of America has 
at last come to a permanent organiza- 
tion by an election at which the follow- 
ing officers were chosen: President, E. 
Rk. Aldrich; Vice President, M. V. Sam- 
uels; Secretary, H. C. Beardsley ; Treas- 
urer, T. J. Mitchell; Official organ, In- 
ternational Collector. The roll shows a 
list of sixty-eight members, and these, if 
all would pull together, are sufficient to 
form the basis of a good society. Many 
seem to think that the new one is organ- 
ized as a rival to the A. P. A., but such it 
can never be. It can however prove of 


much benefit to its members, and the pub- 
lic at large. Much dissatistaction has 
been expressed with the exchange de- 
partment of the A. P. A., and if the P. S. 
of A., can make as good circuits and do it 
quicker, they will be doing collectors a 
service. The new society contains many 
young collectors who feel of more impor- 
tance there than in the A. P. A., which 
Is composed of older and more advanced 
collectors. The officers of the P. S. of 
A., are A. P. A., members, and as such 
they no doubt will work for the best in- 
terests of the cause of the philately, and 
instead of making the new society a 
rival, they I think, will make it a help, 
by bringing in and educating the younger 
collectors, and these when of age will no 
doubt link their names with the A. P. 
A. The two societies can go hand in 
hand with harm to neither. 


Speaking of societies reminds me of 
something I have had in mind to say but 
always forgot when the time came. 
There are many philatelic societies now 
organized all over the country and there 
is no earthly reason why all of these so- 
cieties should not grow strong and pros- 
per. Perhaps you are in a city or town 
and have ten or twelve members in your 
society. Can you not double that num- 
ber? You say you don’t know the other 
collectors in the city, but can’t you keep 
your eye on the exchange columns of the 
papers and when you come across a name 
in your city, will it cost much to write 
an invitation to that party to join you? 
Or why not have some circulars printed 
and send to every one in your state ask- 
ing them to join with you. Many would 
do so simply to help you along, and as 
long as you have a full treasury you need 
have no fear of the interest keeping up, 
as money will purchase the wherewith 
to make the meetings interesting. Ap- 
moint a foreign correspondent; have him 
send for new issues for the members ; 
open up trade or exchange relations with 
other societies; if nothing else is pre- 
pared, have one of the members read a 
good article from one of the philatelic 
papers at each meeting ; discuss the ques- 
tion or subject that has been read; have 
some life about you, don’t meet, read the 
minutes and adjourn for want of some- 
thing to do. Use your brain (it was 
made for use, and you won’t hurt it), look 
around you, and you will find hundreds 
of ways of interesting a meeting and 
making your society grow. Insert a 
notice in your local paper; get up a stamp 
exhibit; invite your school friends to your 
meetings and show them your stamps; 
have some of the “ git up and git thar’ 
spirit about you and I’ll wager a dollar 
against a Cleveland button that your 
society will grow and prove of benefit to 
its members. 

i A ee 


A. P. A. NOTES. 


Last January I sent to the Exchange 
Superintendent, a packet of entire envel- 
opes and they have not been returned 
yet. ‘‘ Where, oh where can they be?” 





The February number of the American 
Philatelist consists of sixty pages and 
covers. What a grand institution we 
have now in our official journal! In this 
number is an article entitled ‘“‘ How to 
make a stamp paper pay.” ‘The evident 
intention of the writer is to ridicule a 
prominent publisher, and to my mind it is 
altogether out of place in the Journal. 
If the members have any private griev- 
ances the organ of the Association should 
not be the place to air them. 





The Secretary’s report for January 
shows twenty-three new members, and 
twenty-two applicants. Keep the ball 
a rolling, boys, you’re doing finely ! 





The expenses of the Board of Trustees 
for the past year have been only $1.39. 
Those fellows will wear their trousers out 
if we don’t give them something to do. 





Some dissatisfaction is being expressed 
by members of the Association, through 
the failure of the official board to appoint 

urchasing agents. Surely there should 
e material enough to draw from ina 
membership of about six hundred. 





The new constitutions were sent out 
last month and they present a fine ap- 

arance although I would rather have 

ad the names in the back as in the 
others. My copy was addressed to 
Heightstown N. J., and by a singular co- 
incidence, Mr. H. E. Deats, who is a stu- 
dent there, and who was on the eve of 
visiting me, happened to see it and 
brought it along, otherwise [ would have 
been without it. 





Is it not about time that something was 
heard from the Literary Exchange De- 
partment ? This was created at the last 
convention, held six months ago and it 
would seem that enough time had 
elapsed to have it in working order. 
This will be an important department in 
the Association as the collecting of phil- 
atelic literature has now grown to im- 
mense proportions, and the members ex- 
pect great things from the new depart- 
ment. 





Many months ago I forwarded to Mr. 
J. C. Feldwisch, as chairman of the board 
of trustees, a complaint against one of the 
members, and after the new Board of 
Trustees was appointed I wrote Mr. Feld- 
wisch requesting information as to the 
disposition of the complaint. A stamp 
was inclosed, but an answer never came. 
I now learn that Mr. Feldwisch has not 
turned over the Association’s papers ‘to 
the new board so that some matters in 
that department are at a standstill. It 
is an open secret that the Denver mem- 
bers are very much against what they are 
pleased to call, the ‘‘New York Ring,” 
but it seems incredible that they would 
carry this so far as to refuse to deliver up 
the property of the Association. If this 
is the true state of affairs, it strikes me 
that a little firm treatment should be ad- 
ministered, as no one should be alloped to 
obstruct the workings of the Association. 





When Mr. Clotz was Exchange Super- 
intendent, he requested the members to 
mark their sheets as low as possible, and 
to state on the sheets at what per cent 
below catalogue rates the stamps were 
priced. The new Superintendent over- 
rules this and will not allow a sheet to go 
on circuit which bears any such marks. 
This last ruling to my mind will not 
stand, as I do not believe there is any law 
to warrant it. There is a certain stand- 
ard of value, and if a member states that 
his stamps are priced at so much below 
Scott, it does not change their value in 
the least, nor is it anything derogatory to 
Messrs. Scott &Co. It simply saves the 
members examining the sheets, the 
trouble of looking up the prices of each 
individual stamp. tt the exchange de- 
partment is not te be run in the interest 
of any dealers, then the members have a 
right to say what they please on ther 
sheets, so long as it does not interfere 
with a proper keeping of the records. 


100 Foreign Stamps, many varieties, Greece, 


- PLAIN TALK. 


ete., 3c. A. BE. ABHFIELD, Rox 233, Rye, N. 
5 Per Cent. Com. Agents wanted to sell stamps at 60 
Ri ¢. com. Price list and 20 unused foreign stampa, 
fc. W. 8. KINZER, Wooster, Ohio. 
OLLECTORS! Look at this! Send a 2 cent stamp 
and rouse to return in ten days, and I will send you 


26 foreign stamps and one of my unxld approval sheets. 
H. B. SENSENIG, 317 EB. King St., Lancaster, Pa. 


J. & F. STRAUS, 


Wholesale Dealers in 


POSTACE STAMPS, 


87 SENECA STREET, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
Cheapest list ever issued will be mailed free to dealers. 


CHEAP SETS OF STAMPS. 





tUNUSED. 
Chili, 8 varities - : “ = F a “265 
Sweden, 1872, 11 var. - : . . - * O06 
tBaden Land Post, 3 var. - . . : . - 05 
|Bergedorf, 5 var. . ‘ * L ps : O8 
Siam, 5 var. . ‘ e : 60 
tU. 8. War, 11 var. d - 85 


Send for our 1889 price-list. =p Cc. B ECKE R, 
911% No. Mason St., Bloomington, Ill. 





10 Var. Unused Departments,.......................-! 0c 
10 *“ Unused and used Departments ............. 10¢ 


Pty eR AD OL Ce. ee een Se Oph a a Re eh ie ee | 20¢ 


F. L. TALCOTT, 


408 SWAN STREET, BUFFALO, N. Y. 


NEXCELLED SHEETS ———— 


50 Per Cent. Commission, 
Agents wanted. References required. 


UNDINE STAMP CoO., 


1422 Master Street, PHILADELPHIA. 


T. P. VINCENT, 


Wholesale Dealer in 


beetle et bos Lev IV Fo 


LOCK BOX 28, CHATHAM, N. Y. 


All dealers should send for our latest list_before buy- 
ing, a8 we are offering a large line not usually quoted at 
wholesale. All kinds of good stamps wanted for cash. 











Postage,:: Revenue,-: Match, Medicine 


STAMPS 


4 Portuguese Indies .15 | *4 Brunawick 65 10 
6 Argentine Rep. .10 | *6 Prince Edw. Ids .35 
3 Baden, ’68, .10 | *6 Thurn & Taxis -25 
5 Guatemala, ’82 .15 | *2 Spanish Carlist 15 





Envelopes and post cards used and unused, enclose a 
2 cent stamp for sheets on approval with a promise to 
return in 7 days. 


W. J. PARRISH, 
406 Holmes Street, Kansas City, Mo. 


Collectors! Dealers! 


Your attention is called to the fact thatI am JOBBER 
of and GENERAL RETAIL AGENT for 


“REUSS’ BEST” CONTINENTALS, 


which are THE BEST on the Market, both for the Col- 
lector for exchanging and the Dealer for Packets and 
sheets. Price, post-paid, only 


52c. PER 1,000. 
Dealers write for Jobbing Price to 


JOHN S. BIXBY, 
835 W. Main St., 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS. 


Mention PLAIN TALK. 








Jayan, 1 


II 


eae = 


Uuited States and Foreign 
and Post Cards in finest ocon- 
dition, mony different, for 


suas ioe? STAMPS 


L. A. JUDKINS, P. O. Box 16, Claremont, N.H- 


90 


A. W. DUNNING, 


Room No. 17, Chamber of Commerce, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


Wishes to exchange good Foreign and United States 
stamps for United States Postage and Revenue (includ. 
Match, Medicine and Document. He will send sheets 
marked at Scott’s prices, to advanced collectors, and 
would like to receive sheets from them. 


FREE! 


Price List of over two hundred different Sets and 
Packets sent free. Prices very low. 


25 Different Foreign Stamps Free 


to all sending for my fine approval sheets, 33 1-3 
per cent. commission. Good reference or deposit 
required. 


HENRY GREMMEL, A. P. A, 129, 


NEW YORK, 





109 Second Street, 


Are * YOU 








| HAVE WORKED IT 


Quite a Few Times Late-ly. If YOU would 
Like to Know All A-bout IT, Send your 
Name and Ad-dress on a Post-al Card to Me 
and Re-ceive FULL Par-tic-u-lars by Re- 
turn Mail. You Will be Pleas-ed I am Sure, 
BUT be ver-y 
Pa-per to JOHN S. BIXBY, 835 WEST 
MAIN ST., DECATUR, ILLINOIS. 


BARGAINS. 


careful to Men-tion this 





8 Var. CHilh oc a. See. bhp ee dank ee oe 15 
12 8) JADEN, ccstauss bie 3 Sa asin a)teiace Siac diara al et ar ae 15 
10°" “Sweden Loset: .:i4.2-2- 002 20e ee eee 165 
it = Oiiicial, -«. 2 32> eoeese <b ue 15 
LOGS" <WOreign: . sc.c.canesas chasheriee cet uet ee 15 
200 “ eR Rr roe Mer ee Fee erp A: 46 
300 “ (Oy \ ndeaequderusssaxkp cs tise tin Aaa 1.50 

60..% Spain OPO MP ree ee en Tree 40 
tll ‘“* War, complete ....- -75 
110 “ Interior, complete. 1.75 
t10 “ Post Ottice, complete i + 1.26 
1D, “) “MXCCULVG, COMPIOLIO.. <.2<ss00<ssa0snnean== 9.75 
fll “* State, lc. to 90c....... Ps Seley ee SS A 4.75 
116 4°* cJuptloe, 12-3) 4.6, 1G) 1Ss ci esees owe 1,30 
al age Pa aa (ES ae, a Hh Cy ee Pb ee se ea 1.70 
16°“ Agriculture,’ f,'2,9;-9, 16; SOc... Nae 2.00 


tUnused. 


Choice approval sheets at 30 per cent. discount from 
Scott. References required from all except A. P. A. 
and C, P. A. members. 

100 varieties of stamps given Free to all sending for 
my choice approval sheets. Give reference and state 


number in your collection. 
AGENTS WANTED. 


W. F. DENT, 


No. 192 South Division Street. 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 


atural al History Notes, 


Contributions ‘to this department are solicited ‘from 
all readers. Questions will be answered by competent 
authoritis®. 











Prof. Stach ars: ‘Smith and his party of 
naturalists from Baltimore, who have 
been for some years in Brazil, have made 
a collection of 600,000 specimens of in- 
sects, birds and animals in eighteen 
provinces of the empire. 


The impression that birds and insects 
disappear from localities about to be 
visited by virulent epidemics seems to 
be growing stronger and stronger among 
European scientists, many of whom pro- 
pose to make special investigations of 
the matter. 


A remarkably successful attempt at 
photographing the very shy Big-horn, or 
Rocky Mountain sheep, was described 
in the February Scribner by Frederick 
H. Chapin, who succeeded in taking a 
group on Table Mountain, Colorado, in 
1887. The photograph has been en- 
graved to accompany the article. 


A huge California hawk swooped 
down on a sleeping cat at Santa Rosa 
the other day, and bore it, squalling and 
scratching, high in the air. When about 
500 feet high the hawk lost its grip, and 
the cat came down with fearful vefocity, 
but the hawk caught it again just before 
it struck the earth, and was carrying it 
off, when suddenly both fell like lead to 
the ground. The cat had bitten through 
the hawk’s head, killing it instantly, and 
the fall killed the cat. 


A rabbit of the ordinary tame species 
was bought for the purposes of experi- 


ment at the physiological laboratory in 
Paris, and after a portion of the f fdcial 
nerve had been removed, it was left to 
run about the laboratory. It very soon | 


recovered from the effects of the opera- 
tion, and was for four years M. Laborde’s 
affectionate companion. It would await 
at the top of the stairs his arrival in the 
morning and would sometimes run to 
meet him. Whenever it had the oppor- 
tunity, the rabbit would jump up on his | 
knee, and was as fond of caresses as a 
cat. During the progress of an experi- 
ment, it would sit on the operating table 
watching the proceedings with an ap- | 
pearance of interest. Bunny’s chief de- 
light, however, was in a microscopical 
examination. As soon as M. Laborde 
put his eye to the microscope, the rabbit 
would perch on his shoulders and en- 
deayor to take a peep. 
+o+> - 
Wants It Every Week 
To the Editor of PLAIn TALx: 
: I received your book last week, and | 
am very well pleased with it. I did not 
expect it at all. I like the paper very 
well, and wish it would come every 
week, for it is a welcome visitor. 
SENNIE BOWEN. 


Nellsboro, Pa., Feb. 16. 








Amply Repaid. 
To the Editor of PLatn Tax: 

The book you sent me was duly re- 
ceived for ‘which please accept my 
thanks, I feel amply repaid already for 
my subsciption, and can hardly see how 

ou can afford to give such nice bound 





ote for so little money. 
E. 


BV HEATH. 
Sheldan, Iowa, Feb. 


1 Oth. 


PLAIN TALK 





DOES THE WIND WHISTLE THROUGH 


HORTHAND PUPILS and ACENTS Wanted. 
ituatio 8; big pay. C.W. LOOMIs,Agt., Waterbury, Ct. 
75 CARDS 25 May 1 0 U Home Cards, 25 Escort Cards, 25 fiw 

® tation Cards, and finest Sample Book of Hidden Name 


Visiting Cards ever sent outs -_ All only 10 cents, Steam Card V orks, Btation 15, Obie, 


S} 








Hidden Name and Motto Cards, Scrap Pictures, Paszles, Games, tricks le 

7 Magic, one pack of Escort Cards, and lar, Sample Book of genuine be bre 

(not pictures.) All for a 2 cont stamp. mer Card Co. Cadiz, Ohie 

EB Won LES Fine Cards. Sena Stamp, 
World Card Co.,71 Green St.. Cin. O. 

41 Silk Fringe a.d Hidden 2 Name Cards, Scrap Picteres, 
r is and K d Agents Sam of genui 

os Z- Cards Coot seeming Alt ey @contes' Fk pipertiog Co., Ondix, Ohie 

Name on 25 Plush & Fringed Flora] Cards, 3 

Sea Rings, 1 Album, 425 Pictures, &c., 1 Pencil & Pen 
pe «6& Agt’soutfit, 10c, Ivy Card Co., Clintonville, Ct. 

100 Envelopes or Note Heads, 30c. by mail. 

Circulars, post- paid, 7 75¢. 


EACLE JOB PRINT, pada ith. Oo. 




















Sample Styles of Hidden Name and 
Silk Fringe Cards, Sloight of Hand Tricks, Ree itatlons, Dialogues Pus 
les, Conundrums, Games, and how you can make $10 a day at home. 


1 
yora2centstamp. HOME AND YOUTH, CADIZ, Our. 





500 4x7 



















Your name on this useful article for 
marking linen, books, cards, etc., 25c. 





7 Agents sample, 20c. Club of six, $1.00. 
/ Eacte Stamp Works, New Haven, Conn. 
CIVEN T0 SUBSCRI- 

Brn, EVERY HE PER 
1 PRES: 
PNT WORTH FROM 


865 to 150.) Tue Lapties’ Hosts Visitor, an old estab- 
lished, handsomely illustrated family monthly paper of 16 
pages, 64 columns, is bound to add 25,000 new subscribers 
to its alre ady large list of 46.000, therefore proposes to give 
every person sending them 50e. for a years subscription 
a’ present worth from 865 to 15e. Sample paper free 
when desired, VEISETOR CO., Fitchburg, Mass 


THIS SELF-INKE ing on only 0 


40 
cents. Regular price $1.00, 
Novelty Pen and Pencil Stamps with 
your name and address on, 20c. post paid. 
My illustrated catalogue of RUBBER 
STAMP Novelties and terms will be sent 
on receipt of 15 cents; none sent free. 


AUC. BEHN, 


South 





with any 





Box 71, Amboy, N. J. 


CARD 


mail on receipt of 10 cents, 
STAVEP with your name on, suitable to mark cards, 
clothing, ete., FREE to every person tsp acto hears 
advertisement. We offer the largest inducements to | 
Agents. Write now, as this offer will not appear again. 


AMERICAN CARD AND NOVELTY CO, 
Woodmont, Conn. 


Valuable Package Free. 


We must have agents to sell our goods, so will fora 
short time only send Free this package to agents send. 
ing name and 2c. stamp to pay postage, We will also 
put your name in 5,000 somece of our Agents’ Directory. 
Send you copy of same and package all for 12 cents in 
stamps. This will bring you hundreds of sample pa 








Agents Sample Book for 1889. Also 
our Mammoth Catalogne and samples 
of fast selling novelties all sent by 
A first-class RUBBER 





pers, books, ete. We carry the finest line of agents’ 
goods in the United States. Send us your name. 
EUREKA SUPPLY EKA SUPPLY CO., Aurora, Ill Box P. T. 





= p= Thousands of Books, Papers, Samples, 
Catalogues, Cards, Pictures, ete., by 
mail, by sending us 10 CENTS (silve r) 


REE and having your 
F name inserted in the Agents’ Register, 
which is sent whirling all over the United States, to 
manufacturers, publishers, card and picture companies, 
ete., and they will send you their samples, Everybody 
well pleased with their small investment. Remember 
only 10 CENTS. Send atonce. Address, 
EDWARD VAIL, IND., 
‘ 
The richest and rarest 


| 
We have something for you. 

thing you ever at sight, and will pay 

you 150 per cent, Sample (sealed) 20 cents. 


handled. Sells 
P. O. Box 283, Hartford, Conn. 


MADISON, Box 246. 








EVERY NOW AND THEN 


You will receive free in the mails, sample papers, mag- 
azines, etc., if you send us 10 cents in silver, or 12 
cents in stamps, and have your name and address in 
serted in our PEOPLES’ and AGENTS’ DIREC. 
TORY which goes to publishers and advertisers every- 
where. To every one who sends as above, and men- 
tions PLAIN TALK, we will at once mail FREE, an 
elegant book, containing a list of popular songs; the 
interpretition of Dreams (amusing,) and the Science 
of Palmistry. (Valuable to everybody.) The above 
is worth dollars toevery one. We have been established 
12 years. Address, 


Ss. M. BOWLES, Bennington, Vt. 














YOUR WHISKERS ? 


IF IT DOES, THEN THIS IS NOT 





But if you feel the need of hirsute saredeieles you 


should send for one of my moustaches or goatees— —or 
both. Cannot be told from the genuine production of 
nature. Just the proper thing for : a little harmless mas- 
querading. Worn constantly you are made solid with all 
the girls. State color desired“ brow n, black or red. 
Moustache (superior), 12 Goatee, 8c. 


E. VAN SCHAACK, 
61% Patchen Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
2 Cents (silver.) American Youth 1 yr. Name in 
large mail direct’'y. G, L. Fox, Middleburgh, N.Y. 


POPE Se wend = be at thee A 
alse Moustache and illustrated catalogue only 10¢.; 3 
for 25 THURBER & Co., Ba iy Shore, N. Y. 


2v0c, 
Agents $10 a day S'iRE, new rubber undergar- 


LADY ment. Mrs. H. F. LITTLE, Chicago, Tl. 


HO TO DO TT. Everything you want to know. 
Prizes, 10 cts. Box 200, BELVIDERE, ILL. 


PHOTOS Lovely Samples FREE, Send stamp to 
® A, B. WARFEL, Photographer, CADIZ O. 
FRE send 4c. (stamps) for postage on sample steel 


article for everybody's use. G. W, HASKINS, 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. Mention this paper. 


STONE Ring, 21 Hidden Name Cards and Agents’ 
Outtit, all for 10c. MUNSON BROs., 


Mt. Carmel, Conn, 
MAGAZINES 


Story and comic papers, 10c. a pound, 
fied. Press, Box 3259, New York City. 
THE WORLD PUB CO., (126) Passumpsic, Vt. 
HAVEN COLLEGE, 
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by mail. Money refunded if not satis- 
The World (16 pages) one year; name one 
year in Directory, 10 new Books, 16 pages 

each, all for 25 cents, 
\HORT-HA ND. Send 10 Cents for Full Set Selt- 
Teaching Short-Hand Lessons. 

—_——-— 
rHE 


1822 Cheatuut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S.A. 


BEA DRUMMER | A DRUMMER Would you like to travel all 


over thecountry, visitall the 

citics and towns, see ev ry 

thing worth secing and talking about? If so be a drummer, or com- 
mercial traveler, The DRUMMER is a power in the land. Millions of 
dollars worth of goods are sold acaually by the DRUMMBR, Thousands of 
men and women make large sums of money as Commercial Travelers; 
$20,000 A YEAR and all EXPENSES are paid to many first-class drummers, 
aod analary of $5,000 a ycar and all expenses is not considered big pay by the 
ordinarily gocd traveling salesinan, ($20,000 a year means $400 a week and is 
j st double the salary of the Vice-President of the United States.) Any in- 
telligent, shrewd young man may becomea successful DRUMMER if hestar s 
right, Our wonderful new book, “A MAN OF SAMPLES,” gives just the 
information needed, not only as to how to start right, but how to GO AIIEAD, 
Ittella all about the men to be met while ‘‘on the road.” It isfull of keen 
business points from the pen of s successful merchant (Mr, Wm. H. Maher), 
who bas not only beeu “on the road” but has been bookkeeper, buyer and head 
ofa house doing a larce trade, and is now considered AMILLIONAIRE. He 
knows and tells all the tricks and manners and gossips of thedrummer. The 
book opens up many business secrets and devotes a special chapter to theern- 
sideration of * Smart Alecks” as viewed from the drummer's standpomnt, 
E ery young man who expects or desires to be successful should read this 
book. Old traveling men, on the road for years, can get information worth 
hundreds and thousands of dollars from ““A MAN OF SAMPLES.” and 
those who don’t want *' information” or **instruction” will be glad tocompare 
the author's experiences with their own, and rejoice that som» one hasso ably 
shown the ups and dewns of the universal and untiringdrummer, Sent post 
paid for only 350 or7bcin cloth, Send 2c stamps, or postal-note Address, 


F. L. HoOpGDON, 12 Perkins Ave., Hyde Park, Mass. 
EVERYTHING CoEs! 


We have on hand about one hundred of 
those well-known 


GASKELL’S COMPENDIUMS 


that we want to get rid of 


AT 25 CENTS EAcH. 


Everybody knows that GASKELL’S COMPLETE 
COMPENDIUM OF PENMANSHIP is the only correct 
system of self-teaching that really does teach. It 
contains models for practice in Business Writing, 
Ladies’ Penmanship, Ornamental Work, Artistic 
Pen Sketching, &¢., all enclosed in a neat and 
handsome case. 


The Publisher's Price is $1.00. Ours, 25 cents, 
MYERS & CO., 


6112 PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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Contributions solicited, Questions upon any topic re- 
enone ton coin collecting will be answered in this depart- 
ment by specialists. 











ANCIENT ROMAN COINS. 








Cobham Hall, | 


While excavating at 
near Gravesend, England, a large earth- 
en-ware jar was discovered, which con- 
tained about nine hundred coins of the 


early Roman era. These coins were un- 
earthed about three hundred yards from 
the hall, and close to some shrubbery at | 
the edge of Cobham Park and a quarter 
of a mile or so from the ancient Roman 
road, Watling street, which runs from 
Dover to Canterbury and Rochester to 
London and the line of which St. Albans 
continued across the midland parts of the 
country, as far as Chester. 

Some laborers while employed in dig- 
ging up the roots of an old tree, made the 
discovery as aforesaid. They came in 
contact while digging, with some hard 
substance, which turned out to be an old 
earthen-ware jar the upper part of which 
was unfortunately broken by the pick 


while digging. 
are all of bronze 


The coins which 

metal contain various inscriptions and 
effigies, some of Constantine, Constans, 
and Constantius, sons of Constantine the 
Great in the fourth century of the Chris- 
tian era. On the obverse of some of the 
coins are designs of a military standard 
bearer holding up a standard inscribed 
with the figure of the Labarum of Con- 
stantine the Great which consisted of a 
monogram comprising the initial letters 
of the name of Christ, combined with a 
cross and some other device varying, as 
the designs were adopted on different 
occasions. 

This Labarum was used as a military 
design by the Romans soon after the vic- 
tory of Constantine the Great over his 
rival Maxentius, and was intended to 
commemorate the miraculous vision of 
the cross with the words ‘‘ Conquer by 
This” which he was believed to have 
seen on the eve of a decisive battle at or 
near Rome. The symbol with sundry 
variations is of frequent occurrence in 
the medals and coins of the fourth 
century. 

It seems that very likely this jar with 
its contents of the early Roman coins was 
hidden in the earth by the Romans, for 
safety and to be recovered at some later 
date, when Roman Britain was often vis- 
ited by pirates from beyond the German 
Ocean or was disturbed by the civil wars 
of the declining empire. 








NuMIs. 
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Some ancient money used to be made 
in the form of rings, which could be link- 
ed together for convenence of carrying. 
This was called ring money, and was 
given by weight, having no settled value. 


—— 


© PLAIN «GALE ; 


UNIVERSAL CYCLOPEDIA, 


Johnson’s Universal Cyclopedia is a 


| whole library of yniversal knowledge from 


the pens of the ablest scholars in America 
and Europe. It is accepted as high au- 
thority in our leading colleges. It is not 
for the few, like Appleton’s, the Britanni- 
ca, or the “ International,” but for all. It 
has been thoroughly revised at a cost of | 
$60,000 and three years’ labor by forty 
editors, and over 2,000 renowned contrib- 


utors. It is in eight convenient sized vol- 
umes. No father can give to his child at | 


school, or his son or daughter just enter- 
ing the arena of life, anything that will be 
of more permanent benefit. It is an edu- | 
cation supplementary to that of the 
schools, Tounaon's is the latest by more 
than ten years. (For CuristrmMas.) <Ad- | 


A. J. JOHNSON & Co. 
11 Great Jones Street, New York. 
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Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 
must be understood that we can take no responsibility 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depart- 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed. To avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 
ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and on one side of the ig only. 
Send as often as you vlease, but not more than one no- 
tice for asingle issue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted. Free to subscribers only. 

a ee ee 





Three good arrow heads or one spear head for a silver 
dime between 1840 and 1870. G. U. DUER, Millersburg, 
Ohio, 47 | 

Rudge Coventry rotary tandem tricyele, all nickel- 
plated, for a gasoline launch. GrO, A. RITTINGER, 83 
Kast 10th St., New York City. 55 | 

Have Nos. of the Boys ‘‘ Home Library,” books 
bound in cloth by Optic and other authors to sell or ex- 
change. Send for list, J. R. K., 447 Elk Street, Albany, 
Wi, Xa OS 

125 mixed foreign stamps for every 100 square cut 
envelope stamps. 75 mixed foreign stamps for 50 3c. 
or 65 4 and 5c. U.S. stamps. EK. A. RIDENOUR, Wood- 
hull, Ill.; 65 

Will exchange a single-barrel shot-gun, 7-shot revol- 
ver, and a two-bladed horn handle pocket knife (total 
value $12), for cloth bound books, rare postage stamps, 
or for self-inking printing press. WM. SUTHERLAND, 
Viola, N. Y- 49 

40 Ancient Indian arrowheads, 1 grooved ax, 1 ham- 
mer stone, 6 fragments mound builders pottery, lot 
valued at $5.00 for best offer in cloth bound books, 
novel, history or archwology. Address, A. E. GAREY, 
Box 26, Easton, Md. 55 

If you want a dog for a pet, hunter or watch dog, get 
a Cooker Spaniel. They are handsome, intelligent and 
not expensive. For sale at Mount Waite Kennel, So. 
Framingham. Address, O. B. GILMAN, 40 Boylston 
Street, Boston, Mass. 55 


Have afine collection of curiosities and crystallized 
minerals and ores—150 specimens—valued at $35.00. 
Will exchange for a double breech-loader of some good 
make. Send description of gun and receive list of spec- 
imens. JNO. S, JEFFERIES, 13th and Forrest Sts., Wil- 
mington, Del. 45 

To rent, sea shore cottage, furnished, near the rail- 
road. Healthy location, mineral spring on grounds, 
possessing healing virtue. Also asmall farm to rent 
near the sea, early land. J/emale grey squirrel wanted. 
Healthy, tame and kind. Address, with stamp, H., 
Box 36, Wells, Maine. 55 


BEST FLOWER SEEDS 


A Reliable and Accurate Instrament. 





prices LOWER THAN THE LOWEST. 


Victoria Aster, finest known, 5c; Superb Dahilias, 5c; 
Splendid Fancy Pansy, 5c; Double Large flowering 
Petunia, 10c; New Quilled Sunflower. 5¢; Verbena, 3c; 
10 sample pkts and elegant Illustr. Catalogue, 10c. 


Address: LADIES’ SEED CONCERN, — 
KEENE VALLEY, N.Y. | 
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Coins, Medals and 
Tokens 


AT REDUCED PRICES. 
Il}, Catalogue free. 


The new Congo coins, 1, 2, 
5 and 10 cts., only 25 centa 
per set, 


CEO. J. BAUER, 


73 Front Street, 
Rochester, N. Y, 


ONLY A L4 PER M. 


We have Twenty Thousand Agents’ Names and Ad- 
dresses left out of a lot of about One Hundred Thou- 
sand collected during the previous season, The are 
Just the kind Dealers in Agents’ Goods want to send Cir. 
culars and Samples to. Write quick if you want them. 








dress for particwars and terms, | They will sell fast at 25. per 1,000. Cut this adv. 


out and paste it in your hat; it may not appear again. 


MYERS & CO., 


612 PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


The Standard Thermometer 





‘MOY MATIAT OPPlL 3) AQ apes OJ 





Three Sizes, 4in., 6 in, and 8 in., $2.50 each. 
FOR CYRCULARS ADDRESS: 


STANDARD THERMOMETER Co., 


PEABODY, MASS. 










errs And not the Coat 
VN MH tictnakestheman,” 


BUY NO MORE READY-MADF PANTS. Send 6c. 
for New Fall Samples, light or heavy weight, 
make selections, take your measure by our simple 
rules and order a pair of our 


Celebrated $3 Custom-Made Pants. 


or finer goodsif you desire. Sent by mail or 


express. : 
A pair of Pant Stretchers will be given to each 


purchaser if mention is made of this paper. 
Coats, $8, Vests, $2.25, to match Pants. 
Full Suit, $13.25 to $30.00. 
We also make to order 
Ladies’ Tailor Made Garments, 
on the same basis of popular prices. 


Send 6 cents for samples, rules for measuring 
and fashion plate of Jackets, Ulsters, &c., varying 
in price from $8.00 upwards. 


BAY STATE PANTS CoO., 
84 HAWLEY ST., BOSTON, MASS. 





above all other things, neat- 


e enjoy, 
fitting garments. By WoORTH’S 
FRENCH TAYLOR SYSTEM ON DRESS 
CUTTING, a person of ordinary intelli- 
gence can cut and fit any article of 


dress perfectly WITHOUT TRYING THE 
GARMENTON, This system isso plain, 
¢ructions so complete and clear that a 
child may cut and fit as perfectly a8 the most experienced 
liress Maker. With the Diagrams and Dook of Instructions, 
you know exactly the amount of goods you need. How to 
fit stout or lean people; how to fit round or hollow shoulders; 
how to fashion waists; and all the secrets of Dress Making. 


and the book of ins‘ 


wic-iA BAG OFFER, $1 1.50 for $1 


Wortn’s is the only simple and correct system by which 
® person can measure, cut and fit garments without first 
learning the trade, Price of System compete $10.00, 


| 


AMERICAN HOUSEKEEPING... 


A Ladies’ Home Journal. °° Bos hadies, 


24 pages with a handsome colored cover each month. Com- 
BINING “ROOM, HOME DECORAM GN eer FASE 
NiNG ’ D “i w 
IONS, NEEDLE AND FANCY Wonk, HINTS TO 
MOTHERS, HOME READING, KINDERGARTEN, BRIC- 
A-BRAC, Ete., Illustrated Seriuls by our best Authors, 
WOMEN’S WAR RECOLLECTIONS: Onr Fashion Notes, 
repared specially for us, give latest styles of Mil- 
inery, valuable suggestions for Amateurs. 
On receipt of $1.16 we willsend postpaid, 
é Worth's System, complete; our Every-Day 
ook Book, 326 pages. Price, $1.00, and American 
Housekeeping for one year, Free. 
American Housekeeping, Chicago, IL 
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ACENTS WANTED. 


Our Agents Make $100 to $300 a Month, 


Selling our goods on their merits. We want county and 
General Agents, and will take back all goods unsold if a 
County Agent fails to clear $100 and expenses after a 30 
days’ trial, or a General Agent less than $250. We will 
send large illustrated circulars and letters witha special 
offer to suit territory applied for,on receipt of 5 one-cent 
stamps. Apply at once and get it on the boom. Address 


HOME MANUFACTURING CO. 
tixcelsior Bld’g, 6th Av. and Grant St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“SHINE ’EM UP.” 


Keep your Table Cutlery always 
Bright and Sharp. 


gS Se 


India Rubber Kaif Boards 


And Prepared Emery, 


Sizes 50c. 75c. and $1.00. 


a, = 


Cream Furniture Polish 


Make Old Furniture Like New. 
20c. per Large Bottle. 


FA LOSS, Jr, 33 Murray St, 
OWING TO A CONTINUAL HOWL ABOUT THE HOUSE FOR COAL, HE HAD’nt address of the man whose 


NEW YORK. 
eae = ites So nko. 
HAD A GOOD SOLID READ ALL WINTER, UNTIL THE FLOOD GATES name is Legion ?—Roches 


OF GENIUS LOOSENED WITH THE ABOVE RESULT, ter Post-Express. An Elegant Life Size 


CRAYON PORTRAIT, 


Worth $25, made entirely 
KREE or CHARGE. 


ae 4 
() ) VA To the readers of BREEZES we will make 
V¢ ae & + a Life Size Bust Crayon Portrait of self 
] or any member of your family, from a 


GRAV neo F. .SHEPPIELD, photograph, ete., entirely free of charge, 


MANAGER. | except cost of frame. 


WITH DUE CREDIT. 


Match safe—the married 
man.— Cincinnati Satur- 
day Night. 


Another mammoth cave 
—the latest leather fail- 
ure.—Milton News. 


The hight of the season 
—cayenne pepper.—Phila- 
delphia Bulletin. 


A ground hog very obvi- 
ously makes the best sau- 
sages.—Boston Star. 








A leading feature at a 
horse show—the halter.— 
Cincinnati Traveler. 


A barrel of money makes 
a hog set in society.—New 
Orleans Picayune. 
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Coal men are familiar 
with the weighs that are 
dark.—New Orleans Pica- 
yune. 


The successful photo- 
grapher is a man of exten- 
sive views.—Boston Tran- 
script. 


Guns kick a good deal 
the same as men do—with 
what’s in their breeches. 
—Boston Star. 








Grain merchants seldom 
indulge in short stories; 
they prefer cereals—Bos- 
aay S ton Courier. 
sodem 
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Can anybody give us the 





= | 

N E 6 E N T Buys a postal on which 
to send us your address 

reel ” cole aye eyed and dy ———— me An receive by meee en 

inser ne ee Pie ed a artabarkacrel f mail our pamphlet, “How to get Correspondence for | 

which goes to firms all over the U.S. A copy of | Fun, Selt- improvement and Matrimony.” Address: | 

| 


Dire Ory GOUDSEEED, Pub. Dione te” THE P. C. AGENCY, Al, Berrien Springs, Mich. 


FREE You will receive hundreds of Samples, 
Catalogues, Papers, Magazines, etc., by 





Styles and prices of frames free on 


SEND FOR | wpplication. 


* ILLUSTRATEDCATALOGUE — Panmnerey Portrait Society 


AND 
, | 751, 753 & 755 DeKalb Ave., 
PRICH LIST. | BROOKLYN, N. Y. 





Domestic Sewing Wiachine Company, 


Cor. Broadway & 14th St., (Union Square,) New York. 





Designing, Stamping, Braiding, Embroidery, Knitting Silk. Materia) 
for all kinds of Fancy Needle Work. Filloselle and Wash Silks. 
Fine Hand Embroideries. Large variety of Mouchoir and 
Glove Cases. Stitching to order on all materials. 
Dress and Folding Skirt Forms. Trimmed 
and Untrimmed Baskets. 








In our GLOVE Department there will be found Kid and Fabrick Gloves of the finest 
quality, prominent among which are the famous ** Salon ’’ Kid, every pair guaranteed. 


Buy the Light Running Domestic, 


The most desirable for all general purposes. 
- aS, 


Salesroom : Broadway & 14th St., (Union Square,) N. Y. 
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ABIES 


/® 


Hundred Thousand Readers. 


3 Months Trial 
tr Only 10 Cent 


that cost 10 cents a copy or $4.00 a year. 


The LADIES HoME COMPANION stands without a peer in 
literary excellence, typographical beauty, suggestive illustra- 
tions and heipful advice for every department of home life, 


It is beautifully illustrated, and printed on fine, cream-tinted 
paper, and has a more brilliant array of contributors than 


ever before, consisting of 


8 Regular Editors and Seores of 


Eminent Writers, 


Whose facile pens will furnish Short and Continued 
Stories of absorbing interest, while all branches of household 
economy that can possibly come within the good housewife’s 


province will be ably treated. 
PRACTICAL This department is a well- 
spring of valuable suggestions 
HOUSEKEEPING forevery branch of housekeep- 
* ing, including a large variety 
of tested recipes,and how to prepare them at the least ex pense,in 
dainty and appetizing forms; also, hints for table decorations, 
methods of work, etc., and much practical information, cover- 


ing the entire range of household work, treated in such 
manner as to interest every housekeeper. 
FANCY WORK In these departments elegant 
* illustrations and plain directions 
DECORATION are given, showing how to make 
* all kinds of fancy work, embroid- 
eries, needlework, crocheting and knitting; also suggestions 
for ornamenting Parlors, Bedrooms, Dining-rooms; arrang- 
ing and Decorating Furniture, Curtains, etc., 80 that homes 
may be adorned with taste, and made attractive with little or 
no outlay. Instructions will also be given that will enable 
any one to make many useful and ornamental articles, such 
as Wall-pockets, Brackets, Fancy Leather-work, Work-boxes 
and baskets, Fancy Work with Leaves, Flowers, Grasses, etc. 


FASHION ae WHAT TO WEAR AND 


HOW TO MAKE IT. Artistic 

illustrations are always found in this 
department, with descriptions of the newest and latest Styles 
and Novelties in Ladies’ and Children’s Dresses, Hats, Bon- 
nets and other garments, with directions that enable one to 
dress well and economically. The very finest illustrations 
are used to make everything plain, so that ladies can make 
their own dresses, trim their own Hats and Bonnets, and dress 
themselves and their children with neatness and taste, in the 
prevailing styles. Each copy of the Ladies Home Com- 
panion is worth more than a year’s subscription to every 
young lady and married woman, for this department 


alone. 
MOTHERS find the portion devoted to them in- 
valuable, and filled with a wide 
range of helpful suggestions obtained from practical ex- 
ng relating to a mother’s duties to her children 
1ow they should be reared and cared for in sickness and 
in health; also suggestions and illustrations for al] kinds 
of children’s garments and many otber necessary things. 


FLOWERS The Floral Department is a treas- 
. 


ure to the amateur florist and all 
who love flowers, containing much of interest to those 
who raise flowers, whether for pleasure or profit. 


OCCUPATIONS FOR WOMEN. 





HOME 


Now in its 16th year, well established, tried and 
true, as attested by a constituency of over Three ae 
; The publishers, de- 
sirous of extending its influence into half a million homes, offer fa 


(gilver or 
Stamps.) 
10 cents will secure 6 NUMBERS of this charming peri- 
odical (all different), each copy equal in size, quality, 
amount of reading matter, etc., to other illustrated papers 
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TOILET.—Recipes and hints for 
care of hands, face, teeth, eyes, hair, 
etc., color and harmony in dress, etc. 


ETIQUETTE at home and 
abroad, at the table and on the street, 
at public gatherings, etc. 


CHILDREN’S CORNER 
sparkles with interesting sketches 
and splendid stories for wide-awake 
boys and girls, while an opportunity 
is given to develop their mental 
powers by solving puzzles, charades, 
enigmas, etc., for which prizes are 
offered. 


DEPORTMENT.—Rules, us- 
ages and ceremonies of good society, 
letter writing, good manners, the art 
of conversing well, accomplishments, 
home training. 


SEASONABLE BILLS OF 
FARE are given, with plain direc- 
tions for the economical preparation 
of healthful, nourishing and pala- 
table dishes, with hints for serving, 
arrangement of table, reception of 
guests, etc., ete. Also menu for 
* parties, teas, receptions, Thankegivy- 
c > ing and Christmas dinners. 


Women can make money in many ways, and the i pth hs for women to be- 
come self-supporting are constantly increasing. 
aims to keep women informed in reference to those things that wives, mothers and 


he Ladies Home Companion 


single women are doing to earn money, while in all its departments it is the most complete, most readable and 


MOST FASCINATING BEADIES PAPER PUBLISHED. 
So popular have our publications become that more than a million people read them regularly. 


Mention this paper and address LADIES HOME COMPANION, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From Here and There. 


A sporting man hearing a story about 
a horse that eats meat, remarks that he 
has seen many a one running for a stake. 


A lad objects conscientiously, to taking 
Ayer’s pills, ‘* because,” he says, “‘ if them 
pills is Ayer’s pills, why jest let Ayer 
take ’em. I don’t want what belongs to 
him.” 


A minister asked a tipsy fellow, lean- 
ing up against the fence, where he ex- 
pected to go to when he died. “ If | 
can’t get along any better than I do 
now,” he said, ‘‘ I shan’t go anywhere.” 





An Irishman who was engaged to cut 
ice from a pond, when handed a cross-cut 
saw to commence operations with, pulled 
out a cent, and turning to his comrade, 
exclaimed, ‘‘ Now Pat, fair play; head 
or tail, to see who goes below. ”’ 


At Work Inside,—‘‘ Why, Pat! for 
Heaven’s sake, what is the matter?” 
“Well, sorr, I swallied a pertater-bug ; 
and although, sorr, I took some parrus- 
green widin five minutes after, ter kill 
th’ baste, shtill he’s just raisin’ th’ divi! 
inside o ’me. sorr. ” 


A Boston lady having more than once 
pestered a New York friend with her 
pitiful surprise that he had never yet | 
visited Boston, was in a measure satis- 
fied with this explanation : ‘‘ The truth | 
is, madam, I have never felt that I was 
good enough to go to Boston.” 





To remove freckles, let young ladies 
bathe the face with cologne water after 


tea, and about 10 P. M. brush both 
cheeks, the forehead and chin with a | 
carefully selected moustache. If this 


does not remove the freckles it will, under 
ordinary circumstances, cause them to be 
forgotten. 

A Bad Blow for Base Ball.—‘‘ I hear, 
Mafke,” \jobserved Mr. McQuacharty, 
“that the Pope is afther writin’ a letther 
shuttin’ down on the National. League.” 
“Ts that so?” responded Mr. linegan. 
“‘T hope, thin, that he won’t put a sthop 
to the Association, or there won’t be no 
base-ball in the counthry worth spakin’ 
av.”—Drake’s Magazine. 


A Parental Admonition.—Stern Parent 
—‘ Johnnie, | am informed that you use 
a great deal of slang. Is it true?” ‘‘ Yes, 
sir.’ “‘ And I have cautioned you against 
the vulgar habit scores of times. I once | 
more warn you that if you persist in us- 
ing slang, lll take that strap from the 
wall and you'll find yourself in the soup.” 
—Nebraska State Journal. 


Dean Burgon, of Chichelster, ‘was 
recently speaking upon the nature of man 
as distinguished from the lower orders 
of creation, ‘‘ Man,” he remarked, ‘‘ is 
a progressive heing, the others are sta- 
tionary. ! 








Think, for example, of the ass! 
Always and everywhere it is the same 
creature, and you never saw and neve 

will see a more perfect ass than you see | 


at the present moment. ”’—N. Y. Tribune, 


A Successful A ffair.—Wife (to her hus- 
band, a physician)—‘‘ Did you stop at the 
Vancouver ball to-night, William ?” 
Physician—‘For a few minutes, my 
dear.” Wife—‘‘ Did it seem.to be a suc- 
cessful affair?” Physician—‘‘Oh, yes; 
while I was there a young lady fell in a 
fainting condition, and I prescribed for 
her. .Here is her father’s card.’’—Har- 
per’s Bazar. 
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new samples, 10 cents. Large sample book, 4 cts. 


All Hidden Name Cards, 50 Scrap Pictures, and | 
W. R. SHERWOOD, Haverstraw, N.Y. | 


—_—)$ $$$ 


Look at this generous list of fine books, each one a 12mo in size and handsomely bound: in cloth and gold. 


One book is given FREE by mail to every tenth subscriber on our list. 
every one has given satisfaction. The regular price of these books is $1.00 each. 


Many have been sent out and 
Schools, Churehes, Societies 


and Granges may unite and by sending 50 subscriptions and $25.00 may select 35 books from this list. Send 


for further particulars of this offer. 


A Bachelor's Blunder. W.E.Norrts. 
A Carcinal Sin. Conway. 

Adam Bede. £7sot. 

fEsop’s Fables. 

Allan Quartermain. Haggard. 

A Lucky Young Woman, 

A House Party. Ourda, 

A Fallen Idol. F. Anstey. 

A Modern Circe. The Duchess. 
Anne Grey. 

Andersen’s Fairy Tales. 

American Chesterfield. 

As in a Looking Glass. F.C. Philips. 
American Notes. Dickens. 

A Trooper’s Adventures. 

Arabian Nights. 

A Tale of Three Lions. Haggard. 
A Terrible Temptation. Reade. 
A Wicked Girl. Mary Cectl Hay. 
A Peep at Number Five. Tvrusta. 
Arnold’s Poems. 
American Humorists. 
Bacon’s Essays. 
Bag of Diamonds. Geo. M Fenn. 
Baptized with a Curse, 
Beaton’s Bargain. Mrs.Alexander. 
Beecher, Henry Ward, Life of. 
Bede’s Charity. Hesba Stretton. 
Biographical Sketches. Martineau. 
Bonaparte. De Puy. 

Bound by a Spell. Conway. 
Books of Songs and Ballads. 
Betsy Jane Ward. 

Barnaby Rudge. Dichens. 

Boy Conqueror. 

Boy’s Own Book of Indoor Sports. 
Boy’s Own Book of Outdoor Sports. 
Brief Biographies. Ssrles. 
British Female Poets. 

Browning, Mrs. Poems. 
Browning, Robt. Poems, 
Bryant's Poems. 

Buffon’s Natural History. 
Buds and Blossoms, 7..S. Arthur. 
Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
Burns’ Poegical Works. 

Byron’s Poetical Works. 

Brown's Bible Dictionary. 

3rown’s Concordance. 

By Woman's Wit. Alexander. 
Book of Golden Deeds, Yonge. 
Charles XII., Life of. Voltaire. 
Calhoun, J. C., Life of. /enmkins. 
California, History of, Frost. 
Camille. Dumas. 

Campbell's Poetical Works. 

Carl Bartlett, a Story for Boys. 
Children of the Abbey. Xoche. 
Chinese Gordon. Fordes. 
Cloister and the Hearth. Reade. 
Comic Speaker. 

Corinne. De Stael: 

Course of Creation. <A derson. 
Court and Times of George IV. 
Charlotte and Lucy Temple. 
Cressy's Battles. 

Dwyer’s Builder. 

Dante's Inferno. 

Dawn. Haggard. 

David Copperfield. Dickens. 
Dombey and Son, Dickens. 
Dickens’ Child’s England. 
Dickens’ Christmas Stories. 
Dickens’ Character Sketches. 

Dr. Jekylland Mr Hyde. Stevenson. 
Dodd's Beauties of Shakespeare. 
Don Quixote. , 

Dora Thorne. Braeme. 

Daniel Deronda. L£/iot#. 

Dick Chevelry. Aitngston. 
Duke's Secret. Braeme. 

East Lynne. Wood. 

Economical Cook Book. 

Eliot’s, George. Poems. 
Elizabeth, the Exiles of Siberia. 
Emerson’s Essays. 

English Harry, a Story for Boys. 
Europe. Horace Greeley. 

Evil Genius. Collins. 
Explorations and Adventures. 
Famous Boys. Page. 

Famous Men, 

Fair Women, Mrs. Forrester. 
Family Cyclopedia. Williams. 
Faust. Goethe. 

Felon’s Bequest. Du Boisgobey. 
Frozen Pirate. Russedl. 

Favorite Poems. 

Felix Holt. £Zfot. 

Five’Weeks ina Balloon. Verne. 
Flowers From Fairy Land, Sie/rh, 
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Footprints of Fate. 

France, History of. Yonge. 

Germany, History of. Yonge. 

Gems of Prose and Poetry. 

Goethe’s Poetical Works. 

Goldsmith’s Poetical Works. 

Good Measure. Exvickson, 

Gracie Goodwin, a Story for Girls, 

Great Expectations. Dickens. 

Grandfather's Chair. Hawthorne, 

Grimm’s Household Stories. 

Gulliver’s Travels. Szw7/?. 

Hawthorne’s 
Recitations and Dialogues, 

Handy Andy. Lover. 

Household Poems. 

Heine’s Poems. 

Hoods’s Poetical Works. 


Highways of Literature. Pryde. 
Homer's Iliad. 

Homer's Odyssey. ; 
Hours with the Bible. Gezkie. 


Houston, Sam, Life and Achieve- 
ments. Lester. 

Hoyle’s Games. 

Hind’s Disease of the Horse. 

Hugo’s Poetical Works. 


Hemans, 
Hard Times. Dickens. 
Hypatia. Ayugs/ey. 


I Have Lived and Loved. 
Imitation of Christ. A'Kem/fis. 
In the Forecastle. .Cleveland. 
Ingelow’s Poetical Works. 
Ivanhoe. Scott. 
Jack and Three Jills. F.C. PAtlips. 
Jackson, Andrew, Life of. 
Jane Eyre. Bronte. 

ess. Haggard, 

oe Miller’s Jest Book. 
en Halifax. J/udlock. 

<eble’s Christian Year, 
King Arthur. Mudock. 
Kidnapped, Stevenson. 
Kit Carson, 
Knowledge of Living Things. Bedd. 
Knickerbocker. /rving. 
Keat’s Poetical Works. 
Kingsley’s Poetical Works. 
King Solomon's Mines. Haggard. 
Lady Audley’s Secret. Braddon. 
Lady Valworth’s Diamonds. 
Lalla Rookh. Moore. 
Lamb's Essays. 
Land of the Tancares, 
Lamplighter. Cumnins. 
Language of Flower, 
Last Days of Pompeii. Bulwer. 
Last of the Mohicans. Coofer. 
Life Among the Mormons, 
London by Day and Night. 
Lowell. 
Living or Dead. Conway. 

Little Dorritt. Dickens. 
Longfellow’s Poems, 
Lucille. Meredith. 
Mary Jane’s Memoirs. 
McCaulay’s Essays. 
Maid, Wife or Widow. Mrs. Alex- 

ander, 
Mason’s Farrier and Cattle Book. 
Marcus Aurelius, Thoughts of. 
Meredith’s Poetical Works. 
Mathias Sandorf. Verne. 
Michael Stroguff. Verne. 
Middlemarch. £7Zot. 
Mosses from an Old Manse. 
Mill on the Floss. £2zot. 
Milton's Poetical Works, 
Mayor of Casterbridge. 
Mohawks. Braddon. 
Molly Bawn. Duchess. 
Mexico and Maximilian, 
Moore’s Poetical Works. 
Mulock’s Poetical Works. 
Munchausen. 
My Husband and I, Todstod. 
Mysterious Island. Verne, 
Misadventures of John Nicholson. 
New Arabian Nights. Stevenson. 
Not Like Other Girls. Carey. 
Old Curiosity Shop, Dickens. 
Oliver Twist. 
Outdoor Lifein Europe. Thwing. 
Once again. Alrs. Forrester. 
Paris with Pen and Pencil. 
Proctor’s Poetical Wnrks, 
Prince Otto. Stevenson, 
Paul and Virginia. St. Pierre. 
Paradise Lost. A/fltom. * 
Peep »’ Day Boys. Banim, 


Hardy. 


Fall. 


Phillis. Duchess. 
Prince of Argglis. 
- Perfect Etiquette, 
Petrarch, 

Picket Line and Camp Fire Stories, 
Pickwick, Dickens. 

Pilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan. 
Plantation Jim. A/udge. 

Poe Poetical Works. 

Poe’s Tales, 

Poets of America. Cheever. 
Pope’s Poetical Works, 


Smith. 


Champion Book of Practical Letter Writer, 


Prairie Boys. Mudge. 

Pretty Miss Bellew. Theo. Gi/t. 

Prose Writers of America, 

Ralph Foster. /. S, A. 

Robinson Crusoe. De Foe. 

Rocky Mountain Adventures. 

Romance of a Poor Young Man. 

Romantic Stories from Swiss His 
tory. : 

Romola, £J/ot. 

Rossetti (Dante) Poems. 

Rory O’Moore. Lover. 

Russian Fairy Tales. 

Sheridan, Life of Gen. P. H. 

Sabina Zembra. Black. 

Sanford and Merton. 

Scheherazade. F. Warden. 

Schiller’s Poems. 

Scenes of Clerical Life. Eliot. 

Saddle and Sabre. Smart. 

Secret of Her Life. Jenkins. 

Shadow of Sin. Braeme. 

Self Help. Swriles. 

Scott’s Poetical Works. 

Scottish Chiefs, Porter. 

Shakespeare. 

She. Haggard. 

Shelley. 

Sketch Book. Jroing. 

Social Vicissitudes. /. C. PArllips, 

Southey’s Life of Nelson. 

Stories from American History. 

Silas Marner, Zot. 

Sesame and Lilies, Etc. Raskin. 

Swiss Family Robinson, 

Strange Adventures of Lucy Smith, 

Tale of Two Cities. Dickens. 

‘Tasso, 

‘Tennyson, 

Terrors of the Sea, 

Thaddeus of Warsaw. Porter. 

The Soldier's Boy. Aludge. 

The Parisian Detective, 

The Dean and His Daughter. F. . 
C. Phillips. 


The Golden Hope. W. Clark 
Russell, 
The Nine of Hearts. Faryron. 


The Outsider, //awley Smart, 

The Merry Men and Other Tales 
and Fables. Stevenson, 

Tangles Unravelled. Afmrba?. 

The Frontiersman. Asmara. 

The Death of Ivan Huth. Todsfo7. 

The Duchess. Duchess. 

Tales from Spanish History. 

The Christmas Stocking. 

Thompson’s Poetical Works. 

Thrilling Adentures, 

Tom Brown, Hughes. 

Tour of the World in 80 Days. 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea. Verne. 

Twice Told Tales, 

Tristam Shandy. 

Texar’s Revenge. Verne. 

Uncle Max. Carey. 

Uncommercial Traveler, Dickens. 

Utopia. More. 

Uarda, Evers. 

Vicar of Wakefield. Goldsmith. 

Virginia Housewife, 

Virgil. 

Vathek. Bech/ford. 

Whittier’s Poems. 

Weem's Life of Franklin. 

Wild Life in Oregon, 

Willis’ Poetical Works. 

Witch's Head. //agegard, 

Wooing of the Water Witch, Dod- 
dorne. 

Young Adventurer. 

Young Man’s Friend, 

Young Folk’s Book of Birds. 

Young Folk’s Natural History. 

Wee Wifle. Carey. 

Wooed and Married. Carey. 

Widow Bedott Papers. MWAsttcher. 


Hawthorne. 
Sterne. 


BOX 3259, NEW YORK CITY, 


PLAIN TALK'S PRIZE BOOKS. 
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